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The Fall of the Leaves 
By Richard Burton 


OWN they come by millions, 
Pied and aspen things, 
Dancing airy cotillons, 
Drifting on wind-swept wings. 
With a music delicate yet clear, 
Thick they fall, in their painted cheer, 
Down the alleys old of the outworn year, 


Gay-heart hopes and visions 
Mingled with their fall ; 
Memories of elysians 
Buoyed them one ‘and all. 
Faded, meek, and still they lie 
Under foot, and the farer-by 
Treads them in nor sees them die. 


Peace! they have done their duty, 
Now is the time for rest. 
Peace ! they have shown us beauty 
Now, on the mother-breast 
They repose : their day was bright, 
On the tremulous trees they had delight ; 
Now comes sleep and the soothe of night. 


University of Minnesota. 
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Inability to fear is of service in 
Heroes or Machines sa - 

some animals, but not in men. 
Kipling vividly contrasts the dull stolidity of the 
bullocks who, in their ignorance, could be. made to 
draw field-pieces nearer. to the enemy’s fire than 
could any other animals, with the high-strung, 
sensitive intelligence of the magnificent war-horses 
who showed true heroism in moving up only half the 
distance covered by the bullocks. The one knew 
fear, but conquered it. 


was of service only as a machine. 


The other knew it not, and 
The glory of 
hcroism lies in conquering the fear which makes 
cowards only when it is unconquered. 





Blessings Men often postpone their appre- 


without Price ciation of a blessing until a price is 
placed upon it. From a long life in a country town 
a certain lady came to dwell in a large city. She 
anticipated much pleasure in the novel surround- 
ings, but she was surprised to find that she had to 
pay for the water she used. It cost her to wash her 
face. Every cupful she drew from the faucet meant 
an addition to the bill at the end of the year, and 
then, for the first time, she appreciated the wells 
and the cisterns of North Podunk. Her experience 
was not unlike some men’s treatment of the great, 
mysterious blessing of salvation. If the water of life 
had an adequate price set upon it, how longingly 
they would look back to the days when it could be 
had for the taking ! 


Obedience the One way to know is to obey. 


Master Teacher [Even our primary conceptions of 
moral duty depend for their vigor and clearness 
upon our practical attitude toward duty. Nothing 
so clears them as doing what we know to be right 
and eschewing what we know to be wrong. That 
brings us to a solidity and simplicity of conviction 
which we can reach neither by observing men’s ex- 
perience nor by logical reasonings. It keeps us in 
touch with reality, and dissipates the vapors which 
otherwise becloud the mind. Other processes may 
bring us to conclusions which we cannot deny, but 
which have no power over our lives ; this gives us 
conclusions which act upon us as motives and helps 
to farther right action. For, as George Eliot says, 
the finest reward of doing right is the power to go 
forward to right action which is more difficult. 
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The Kingdom of Hate reigns in some places, ava- 
Kindliness rice in others. 


been wielded over hearts and lands by gluttonous 


Dominion has 


But there is a 
kingdom where kindliness is king, and where the 
subjects love as well as serve their Master. 


ambition and by corrupt passion. 


We go 
into some homes, and we know immediately that 
we have entered that kingdom ; we come near to 
some people, and we discern that we are meeting 
It is a delightful land, 
one whose streams are ever running full, whose har- 


subjects of this sovereign. 


vests are unceasingly abundant, whose trees never 
fail of fruitfulness, for they are yielding their fruit 
every month, and their leaves are for the healing of 
the nations. And the gates of this kingdom are 
many, and every one of them a precious stone ; 
and it hath no need of the sun, neither of the moon 
to shine upon it, for the glory of God lightens it, 
and the lamp thereof is the Lamb. And the gates 
of it are never shut by day, and there is no night 
there in the kingdom of kindliness, which is the 
kingdom of heaven. 
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Advantages of Advantages always bring disadvan- 


Poverty Thé man who 


tages in their train. 
relies, for success in life, on what he regards as his 
”? 


‘** advantages,’’ instead of upon his own energies 


and character, places himself at a certain kind of 


disadvantage. To one who is fond of travel, money 


will prove to be a useful possession. And yet those 
who travel as most moneyed persons do, miss very 
much of the real educative power that can be ob- 
tained from travel. Kings and lords and ‘‘ mer- 
chant princes ’’ never see the real heart of a foreign 
country as’ an American school-teacher of very 
limited means may see it. It is true, the prince 
sees the gorgeousness of aristocratic life to which the 
severely economical traveler has no access. Two 
ladies, recently touring in Europe, everywhere an- 
nounced themselves as ‘‘ poor Americans,’’ and were, 
among the people, simply yet soulfully received, 
The royal traveler can never see what they saw. 
Both views of life are educationally interesting, but, 
if ‘* the proper study of mankind is man,’’ then the 
**poor American’’ traveler has a real advantage 
over the Queen of England or the Emperor of Ger- 
many, whatever advantage these, in their turn, may 
have over the ‘‘ poor American.”’ 
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International Lessons and 
‘“‘ Diminishing Returns” 


Pork honest criticism let all good men and institu- 
tions be thankful. And let them remember 
that, the better and more solidly grounded they be- 
come, the more surely must they count upon being 
assailed by good men and bad, fair means and foul, 
old claims and new,—though mostly old. 

Fourteen years ago the Editor of The Sunday 
School Times had occasion to answer, in these col- 
umns, certain attacks upon the International Bible 
He said at that time: ‘‘ The International 
Lesson system came into its present stronghold un- 


Lessons. 


der a sharp fire of criticism from every direction, — 
front, flank, and rear. Heavy ordnance boomed 
against it from denominational casemates ; the light 
batteries of individual publishing houses banged 
away at it from every hill-top of the surrounding 
country ; the rattle of musketry poured in upon its 
advancing column from serried lines of regulars and 
volunteers, who would defend the old standing- 
ground of their fathers at every cost ; while individual 
sharpshooters, who had their own theories of lesson 
helps, sought to pick off the leaders of the new 
movement for unity and completeness in Bible study. 
Its progress toward triumph was like that of every 
other great attainment in the religious world ; for, 
‘from the days of John the Baptist until now, the 
kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and the vio- 
lent take it by force.’ ’’ 

The criticisms made fourteen years ago had been 
made and remade in the vigor of their youth still 
thirteen years earlier, when, out of the travail they 
caused, was born at: Indianapolis the sturdy infant 
‘* Uniform Bible Lessons.’’ That infant thrived 
and matured until he attained his present health 
and massive proportions, ministering now to the 
spiritual needs of more than thirteen millions of liv- 
ing souls. 

But adverse criticism has not ceased. Why should 
it? Rather let us rejoice that the evil day of its 
ceasing is farther off than ever before, even as the 
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International system is stronger and in better favor 
than ever before. 

One of the commonest and oldest criticisms made 
on the plan and work of the International Lesson 
. Committee is given on another page in this issue of 
The Sunday School Times, in the form of a paper 
by Mr. Dean A. Walker, entitled ‘‘ The Law of 
Diminishing Returns in the Sunday-School.’’ Mr. 
Walker has stated his views with great clearness, 
and the Editor welcomes the opportunity thus 
offered for a fair examination of the objections raised. 

The main contention of the article s¢ems to be that 
a considerable number of young men and women leave 
the Sunday-school upon arriving at an age to do serious 
thinking for themselves, and that the reason for this 
is their discovery that the returns from their Sunday- 
school Bible study are no longer commensurate with 
the energy they are called on to expend in that work. 
Further, that the Bible is not to blame for this, but 
that ‘‘ the treadmill of the International system ’’ is. 
The remedy? Abandon the attempt at uniform 
lessons for the whole school, apply the same princi- 
ples of curriculum to ihe one-hour-a-week Sunday- 
schoo: that you do to the twenty-five-hours-a-week 
secular school, adopt ‘‘ progressive ’’ studies for the 
upper,classes, and ‘‘ elective courses at the top.’’ 

The curious, or, rather, not unnatural, lack of 
unity among the critics of the International system, 
is worth noting just here. Mr. Walker suggests no 
change in the lessons as being an admirable course 
of study for the primary and intermediate classes. 
It is for the older grades that he pleads. Yet many 
another critic in these days bemoans the fact that 
the International. Lessons, admirable for the upper 
grades, should be forced upon the poor intermediate 
and primary classes! Verily, the Lord doth ‘‘ con- 
found their language, that they may not understand 
one another’s speech !’’ 

But as to the ‘‘ diminishing returns.’’ There is 
no reasonable doubt of the truth of the assertion 
that many young people fail to remain in the Sun- 
day-school when they ought to be there, and that, 
too, because their interest in Bible study has flagged. 
The evil is a real and vital one, and Mr. Walker has 
done us all a service in calling attention to it afresh. 
Every Sunday-school superintendent in the land is 
likely to discover cases of this dropping away in his 
own school, and should bend his energies to put a 
stop to it. But, as was suggested a few weeks ago 
in answer to the question ‘‘ What do you believe to 
be the worst leakage in the Sunday-school, and what 
is the way to stop it?’’ it is all-important, first, to 
find the hole that is causing the leak. And actual 
experience would seem to show that, in the case of 
the leakage mentioned by Mr. Walker, the hole is 
not the. International Lesson system. 

What Mr. Walker ardently and properly desires— 
an intelligent, progressive, investigating study of the 
Bible as history, literature, revelation, along with an 
ever-increasing knowledge of its precious truths and 
their help to every-day living—can be done, and has 
been done these many years, by students of the In- 
ternational Lessons. There are to-day in our Sun- 
day-schools scores of thousands of men and women, 
young and old, who would gladly rise in their 
strength, and bear witness to the truth of this asser- 
tion in a way that might astonish those who, from 
lack of knowledge on the subject, do not suppose 
this to be possible. 

Mr. Walker’s illustration of the imagined limita- 
tions that would fetter the young man who comes for 
the third or fourth titae to the study of Daniel in 
the International course, is drawn in apparent igno- 
rance of the practical possibilities that are offered by 
those very lessons for unlimited study of the most 
scholarly sort. He seems to overlook the fact that 
the Lesson Committee itself urged him to study, 
during those lessons in Daniel, five solid chapters of 
that book. He seems -to be quite unconscious -of 
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the opportunities for detailed and far-reaching study 
offered, during those lessons, by the writers in the 
very periodical to which he sends his criticism. 

There are, for instance, Bible classes in every 
section of this land which are éach week following 
Professor Sanders’s Senior Bible Clgss outlines, as 
given in The Sunday School Times, on the study of 
the International Lessons. Suppose on that Sun- 
day, when Mr. Walker’s young man of thirty-five 
years sets out to see what the International ‘‘ tread- 
mill’’ has to offer him, he drops in on one of these 
senior Bible classes, guided in their critical study 
not only by Professor Sanders, but by such other 
scholars as Professor Beecher, Dr. McLaren, and 
eminent Orientalists. The young man in question 
wants no help to practical living, for the teachings 
of ‘‘ Daniel in the Den of Lions’’ and ‘‘ The 
Hebrews in the Fiery Furnace’’ have long been 
commonplaces of his religious life! But he wants 
dignified, matured study, worthy of his years and 
knowledge. 

Well, he would find that the members of that 
Bible class had, on beginning their four studies in 
the old, threshed-out lessons in Daniel, read the en- 
tire book through at home at one sitting, as a brief 
preliminary. ‘They would be ready to give him an 
analysis of the book as a whole, and tell him its gen- 
eral divisions and content. They would discuss 
intelligently with him some of the puzzling questions 
connected with the book. They would cite Stanley, 
Farrar, Kennedy, Fuller, or Kent, to him. They 
would quote freely, from Ezekiel, facts bearing on 
Daniel’s character. On the Lion’s Den Jesson they 
would be ready to discuss with him the many-sided 
difficulties as to who were the different Dariuses ; 
but the wiser ones would pass over this as a com- 
paratively minor matter, and emphasize the impor- 
tance and significance of the apocalyptic visions of 
the later chapters of the book, introduced by that 
lesson. ‘* Was Daniel over-particular as to the pub- 
licity of his prayers and the direction he faced ?.”’ 
would start an interesting discussion on the orthodox 
Jewish customs of Old Testament times. Many 
other subjects of like intricacy and importance would 
come under consideration, in this class whose ankles 
are weighted by the International ball and chain, 
before the four weeks’ study of Daniel was com- 
pleted. Is this the same ‘‘round’’ which Mr. 
Walker’s young man trod fourteen or twenty-one 
years before? And yet the adult class and the 
primary class are studying the same lesson, on the 
same day, and in the same old treadmill. 

No, the leakage is. not caused by the Inter- 
national Lessons. The opportunities they offer for 
progressive, scientifically graded study are practically 
unlimited. They are growing steadily better, too. 
All this public discussion during a period of more 
than twenty-five years has not failed of its legitimate 
and desirable outcome. It has rightly aroused the 
friends of the Lessons and the International Lesson 
Committee itself constantly to better them in plan 
and usefulness. No one who will compare a year’s 
lessons of to-day with those of a decade ago can fail 
to be impressed by this advance. The coming 
eighteen months’ series on the life of Christ from 
the Four Gospels, beginning next January, is far 
and away the most admirable set of studies ever 
put out by the Committee. It is unusually well 
adapted for study by the different grades of a thor- 
oughly organized school, and The Sunday School 
Times is now making extensive plans to show how 
this may be done. These columns will furnish next 
year, in addition to the’ general exposition of the 
lessons as hitherto given, a set of graded studies on 
the life of Christ, adapted to pupils of from three 
to threescore years and ten, prepared by different 
scholarly Bible teachers of wide reputation, and all 
on the basis of the International Lessons. This new 
treatment. of the lessons will be fully described a few 
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weeks hence, in anrple season for Sunday-schools to 
avail themselves of it. : 

Many a bright-minded, zealous Bible student is 
to-day in ignorance of the fire of practical testing 
through which the International system has passed, 
or fails to perceive the elements of strength in it 
which have united the world in systematic Bible 
study, and promoted the interests-of the kingdom of 
God as few other agencies used by him have done. 
Just as soon as a new plan of Bible study shall have 
been suggested that offers a reasonable hope of 
accomplishing better ends than those now accom- 
plished by the splendid old ‘‘ International’’ in its 
present form, just so soon ought the old to be 
abandoned and the new adopted. But until then— 
and that day has not yet arrived—let us “‘ hold fast 
that which is good.” 
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Motes on Open Letters 


If any one phase of truth is presented 
to readers or hearers, they are apt to 
think of some other phase of the 
truth that seems, or has seemed, to them the only or the 
principal phase. Yet the two aspects of the same truth 
may both be correct, and ought both to be considered ‘as 
included with others in the entire whole. A New York 
correspondent should consider this as bearing on the 
question he asks, when he writes : 


Source of 
Spiritual Life 


Your statement as to ‘‘spiritual life,’’ in the Notes on Open 
Letters for September 16, leads me to an inquiry. It has seemed 
to me that such passages as John 3 : 1-8 [the interview with Nico- 
demus], John 5 : 19-26 [the interview with the woman of Sa- 
maria], John 17 : 2, 3 [Christ's prayer for his disciples], 1 Corin- 
thians 2 : 6-16 [Paul's words about spiritual wisdom], teach -that 
the spiritual life is the gift of God to certain individuals, and the 
possession of which differentiates them in an essential point from 
all men who have not received the gift. I am not a theologian, 
and have not, perhaps, given the subject such study as would 
fairly warrant me in touching the subject at all in writing; but, 
since arriving at this conception in connection with these pas- 
sages, I have supposed that this was the essence of the doctrine of 
regeneration. Certainly a great many New Testament passages 
have seemed much clearer to me in the light of this idea. I 
gather from your note the idea that all men possess spiritual 
life, that being their distinguishing characteristic from the lower 
animals. I had supposed that the capacity to receive spiritual 
life was, rather, the distinguishing characteristic. If, however, all 
men have spiritual life from birth, how do they lose it? What is 
spiritual death ? 


Just because the New York correspondent is not ‘‘a 
theologian’’ in the professional sense, he has a decided 
advantage in his searching for the real teachings of the 
Bible in a matter of practical importance. Many a word 
is used by ‘‘theologians’’ in one sense, and in the 
Bible in another sense. Both senses may, indeed, be 
true, but a man has to be careful lest he thoughtlessly 
uses the Bible term in the ‘ theological’’ sense, In 
this matter in question, of course it is true that ‘ spir- 
itual life is the gift of God to certain individuals.’’ But 
the same is true of intellectual life and of physical life. 
Paul emphasizes this truth in his questions, «‘ Who 
maketh thee to differ ? and what hast thou [in any line] 
that thou didst not receive?’’ All that we have of 
good, and all possibilities of more good and of greater, 
are from God. In the note referred to, the Editor said : 
‘¢ Man alone, while having physical and intellectual life, 
has also spiritual life (not the religious sense merely, but 
spiritual life), that which enables him to conceive of 
spirit, to think of spirit, to commune with spirit, to 
reach out after union with spirit This is the one sure 
line which separates the lowest and most primitive, o2 
most degraded, of men from the best and most highly 
trained of the lower animals. [It is] in the possession 
of spiritual life [that] man is formed in the image or 
likeness of God.'’ Every call on man to cultivate the 
spiritual or higher sphere or phase of his nature, of his 
being, of his life, every impulse and yearning and: aspi- 
ration after the union of his spirit-with God's spiiit, 
is from God, is a gift of God, and should be recog- 
nized’ as to be grateful for accordingly. But let no 
man say or feel that, because he or his fellow has not 
received some new and extraordinary spiritual endue- 
ment, he has no spiritual life or capacity to exercise or 
to be responsible for. That-is the mistukc which many 
































make, and which has been warned against in these 
columns. 
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It is well that perfection is as far dis- 
tant as it is from most human plans 
and accomplishments. It is so much 
better to now that we have not passed beyond the 
point of improvement than to ¢Aink that we have. It 
was with this thought in mind that the Editor called for 
suggestions from his readers as to how the picture sup- 
plement issued with The Sunday School Times of Sep- 
tember 16 could be made of still greater serVtce to those 
who used it, And now he welcomes the response that 
has been made in such good spirit from friends all over 
the country. It is possible to print here only a few 
of the many appreciative and discriminating letters that 
have been received. From a Methodist pastor in New 
York come these cordial words : 


Pictures on 
the Lessons 


Your valuable paper is constantly made more valuable by your 
anticipation of every new want of your readers and prompt meas- 
ures to meet those wants. Allow me to suggest one thing about 
the pictures. If you would henceforth print them on only one 
side of the sheet, it would enable Sunday-school teachers to cut 
the pictures out and take them into the class, leaving the pictures 
for subsequent lessons at home, and so have them fresh when the 
time for them comes. 


And from the Pacific coast a California reader forwards 
the same suggestion, after speaking warmly of her in- 
terest in the pictures, 


Two weeks ago, I saw in The Sunday School Times that there 
would be pictures with the next quarter's lessons. I was very 
glad to see the announcement, as I knew they would be good,—a 
great aid to the lesson, and pictures that I could not afford to 
buy. Since then I have been looking eagerly for them. ‘To-day 
they arrived, and I wish to say, ‘‘ Thank you."’ I cannot tell you 
how much your paper is to me, and has been for many years. I 
always recommend it as the best Sunday-school lesson help. It 
is practical, reliable, and interesting. As soon as I saw the pic- 
tures, | wished they were printed on only one side of the paper. 
I then saw that you asked for suggestions, and thought I would 
write mine. If only one side was used, they could be cut out and 
taken to the Sunday-school class, and kept in better condition, 
and the pictures of the other lessons would not distract the atten- 
tion of the pupils. I know with my scholars I could not confine 
the attention to just the pictures I wished. 


The teacher of a class of boys in the District of Colum- 
bia, in making his suggestion, wisely recognizes one of 
the practical elements that enter into the question. , 

I shall use the illustrations 
If the expense does not prohibit, 
it would be better to print pictures on ohe side of the paper only, 


in order that only those may be shown to the class which apply to 
the lesson of the day. 


I am pleased with the supplement. 
with profit in my class of boys. 


A plan for preserving the pictures in permanent form 
is described in a letter from a New Jersey pastor : 


I write to ask for half a dozen or more sample copies of the 
issue of The Sunday School Times for the first lesson in October, 
for our teachers. I intend to cut out and mount the pictures 
singly, on artists’ cardboard of the same size, and take to the 
class only the pictures for each lesson. They will be very help- 
ful, I believe. 


Also a physician in New Jersey writes appreciatively of 
the interest the pictures have to one who is studying the 
lessons from the archeological point of view : 


Enclosed please find five cents in stamps for The Sunday 
School Times of September 16, 1899, 
the “ 


ment, and hope you will ever continue one each quarter! I 


3e sure to also enclose 
supplement”’ with it. I am so delighted with the supple- 
have been making a study of biblical archeology for over three 
years, and have found The Sunday School Times invaluable to 
me in my studies. I have twenty years of them on file. I feel 
that all Sunday-school could do much to prevent 
skepticism if they would take the trouble to teach their scholars 
about the valuable discoveries which are so confirmatory of the 
Bible. And this supplement will be so convenient, perhaps will 
incite teachers to greater effort. 


teachers 


With a view to using the pictures for gift purposes, a 
Pennsylvania reader makes the suggestion : 


It would be an excellent thing if the teachers could give each 
child every Sunday one of these valuable picture helps. What an 
excellent thing it would be if you could suggest this in your valu- 
able paper ! 


From Illinois comes a question as to the possibility of 
obtaining extra copies of the supplement : 

Is it possible to secure extra copies of supplement No. 37, 
issued with The Sunday School Times of September 16? If so, 
what is the cost? I am rejoiced to see the announcement that 
you are contemplating issuing a series of illustrations for the les- 
sons of r900. We have been looking for some such help. 

So long as the supply of the issue of September 16 
lasts, the Publishers will be glad to mail it, including the 
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picture supplement, to any one, at the rate of five cents 
per copy. It must not be supposed that this picture 
supplement was issued without the form of its presenta- 
tion having. been carefully considered, especially so far 
as the printing on one or two sides of the paper was 
concerned. The form in which it appeared was the one 
which, in view of all the considerations then existing, it 
seemed best to adopt. It is safe to predict that the next 
supplement of this sort will be presented in a still more 
serviceable form. 
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The Revised Treaties and Missions 
in Japan 


By Robert E. Speer 
Secretary of the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions 


Ps the 17th of July the revised treaties between 

Japan and the Western nations went into effect. 
By these treaties the Western nations surrendered the 
right of extra territoriality, and the Japanese opened up 
their country to unimpeded foreign residence. Hitherto, 
greatly to the irritation of Japanese pride, foreigners 
have been under the jurisdiction of their own govern- 
ments ; and the Japanese, greatly to the displeasure of 
foreigners, have denied the right of residence outside of 
the concessions to any save those understood to be em- 
ployed by the Japanese in teaching or otherwise. By the 
revised treaties foreigners are allowed to go anywhere, and 
are made subject to Japanese jurisdiction. The latter 
provision a large number of foreigners have dreaded, 
fearing that the Japanese were not yet advanced enough 
to be trusted with such power. The former provision 
the Booddhist and Shinto priests have opposed, on the 
ground that it would lead to'the spread throughout the 
whole country of the influence of Christianity and the re- 
volutionary standards of the West. 

As most wise people expected, the 17th of July has 
passed, and everything has moved on as smoothly as 
before. Indeed, many think that there is less friction. 
Of course, there are small troubles ; but the sense of be- 
ing regarded as inferior, which stung the Japanese, has 
been, in some measure at least, removed, by the con- 
cession to Japan, on the part of Western nations, of a 
measure of equality never granted to any other Eastern 
people. 

Since the revision of the treaties and their going into 
force in July, two sets of regulations have appeared 
which directly affect the missionary work. One is with 
It is a notification 
from the Department of Home Affairs, and was issued 
the latter part of July. 


regard to religious propagandism. 


It requires persons who propose 
to engage in religious propagandism to furnish to the 
chief official of the district in which they have their 
domicile the name of their creed and the method of 
propagandism. Fyrther, any persons proposing to erect 
houses for religious uses must apply for permission to 
the chief official of the district in which they reside, giv- 
ing the reasons why such edifices are required, the time 
when they will be completed, the name of the creed, 
method of management and maintenance, whether it is 
proposed to place there local propagandists, and, if so, 
their qualifications and method of selection. Changes 
which it is desired to make subsequently, even the 
change of local propagandists, must be submitted, with 
reasons therefor, to the chief local official, for his 
permission. 

That these regulations were intended for Christianity 
is not stated, but is clearly shown by the concluding 
article, which reads : ‘‘ Propagandists of Shinto or Bood- 
dhism, and all matters relating to the erection, transfer, 
or abolition of their temples and of Booddhist preach- 
ing-places, shall ‘be regulated by the rules hitherto in 
force."’ 

It is very evident that these regulations are such as 
to make it possible for local officials to harass the mis- 
sionaries and the Japanese preachers. Many Japanese 
would like to see the regulations used.in this way. So- 
cieties and new organs appear periodically with hatred 
of Christianity as their animating motive. The Bood- 
dhists, who have been Anxious to have Booddhism recog- 
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nized as the state religion, and who, as the Japan Times 
Says, are ‘‘conscious of their inability to meet their 
dreaded enemy in an. open and fair field of battle,’’ 
would gladly use any political agency to resist the in- 
evitable spread of Christianity. Some of the Shintoists, 
reactionary and anti-foreign in their excessive nationalism, 
would be glad to see these regulations taken advantage 
of to impede mission work. On the other hand, it 
should be remembered that the regulations regarding 
passports and inland ‘residence under the old treaties 
made it possible for the Japanese officials to injure 
greatly the missionary work by preventing the mission- 
aries from residing in the interior ; but these regulations 
were interpreted very generously, and there was little or 
no trouble. These propagandism regulations are more 
annoying, but it may be hoped that they too will be dealt 
with in a liberal spirit. Moreover, they give Chris- 
tianity one distinct advantage it has not possessed be- 
fore. Though the constitution proclaims religious 
liberty, Christianity has not had, heretofore, any official 
acknowledgment. Now it is on a level with the old re- 
ligions in this, and by these regulations has received 
official recognition. Propagandism, under the terms of 
these provisions, is with government authority, and 
preachers cannot be accused of disloyal conduct in 
preaching an anti-national religion. 

For Christianity, with its message of universal love 
and of human equality and of social purity, js d:- 
nounced by many as inconsistent.with the foundations 
of Japanese nationality. The emperor is the son of 
heaven, of divine descent, and love for him and Japan 
is inconsistent with the spirit of cosmopolitanism or 
human fraternity. Japanese writers declare that it is 
impossible ‘‘to reconcile the idea of the sacredness of 
the Japanese emperor with the doctrine of Christianity, 
which teaches that Christ is the supreme governor of all 
things.’’ And the imperial line having been kept alive 
only by concubinage, other Japanese contend that the 
monogamic teachings of Christianity impeach the very 
integrity of the imperial family. 

The other régulations referred to relate to schools. 
Some time ago the Department of Education submitted 
to the Educational Council, an advisory body of leading 
educators, the question of the attitude of the govern- 
ment toward foreign schools,—that is, mission schools, 
—which make up almost all the foreign schools in the 
empire. Mr. Izawa’s statistics show 168 such primary 
schools with 11,158 students, 66 middle schools with 
4,583 students, 19 theological schools with 276 students, 
and 866 miscellaneous schools with 31,246 students. 
The Council reported advising the abolition of such 
schools. Naturally, this raised a tumult. Not one of 
the Tokyo journals approved this reactionary course ; 
and the Educational Department did not adopt it, but 
issued, on August 2, a set of private-school regulations 
recognizing private schools, and prescribing rules for 
their establishment and supervision, for the character of 
teachers to be employed, etc., and providing that, ‘in 
case the accommodation, method of teaching, etc., of a 
private school are deemed prejudicial to the interests of 
education, the local office concerned may order alterations 
in thesame.’’ No one saw any special harm in these regu- 
lations. They deal with missionary education, just as the 
And, 
in commenting on them, the Japan Times: declared, 
‘*the missionaries and those working with them will 


other regulations deal with missionary preaching. 


find ample field for exertion in purely Christian schools, 
which they are at liberty to establish in any numbers."’ 

In promulgating these regulations, however, the Min- 
ister of Education issued this instruction: ‘‘ It being 
essential, from the standpoint of educational policy, to 
make the work of general education entirely separate 
from religion in government and commercial institu- 
tions, and in others whose curriculum is determined by 
law, it shall not be allowed, even at extra hours, to give 
religious teaching or to perform religious ceremonies."* 
Some of the missionaries are alarmed at this, but, liter- 
ally, it merely forbids religious teaching in government 
schools, and in other schools whose curriculum is regu- 
lated by government,—that is, mission schools recog- 
nized officially as of certain grade, and given, accord- 
But from 
a distance it seems clear that schools not seeking this rec- 
ognition, and content to do their own work and to teach 
Christianity, can go on their way unmolested. And, 
furthermore, what would not be gained if the govern- 
ment would honestly enforce this instruction and exclude 


ingly, certain more or less valuable privileges. 
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Confucianism and the idolatrous worship of the imperial 
pictures from all its schools! But it is too much to 
hope that the exclusion of Christianity means the exclu- 
sion of what is anti-Christian. - It does not mean this in 
India. The religion of atheism or agnosticism is taught 
freely where the religion of Christ is banned. 

Christianity, it is to be hoped, therefore, has not lost 
by the changes introduced by the revision of the treaties. 
Of course, Japan has now the whole situation in her 
own hands, limited only by the constitutional guarantee 
of freedom of religion, which one may not too confi- 
dently lean‘on yet; for this clause is so limited in the 
constitution as to leave the way open for a violation of 
its spirit side by side with observance of its letter. 

And more and more Japan, in all its life, and, most 
of all, in its education, needs Christianity. It is be- 
coming a materialistic land, and of all the dreary sights 
of human history, Japan, turned materialistic, would be 
the saddest. And yet that is even now the voice of its 
greatest teachers. Mr: Fukuzawa, patriot and scholar, 
speaks for them all; ‘‘ The universe is a vast and in- 
comprehensible machine. There is no reason for as- 
suming that any one created it. . . . It came by chance. 
We mortals also are born by chance, and assuredly are 
but a part of a great machine. . .. Man is like a nail in 
the great machine, or a bit of iron that goes around 
irresistibly with the revolutions of the whole universe.’’ 
So the eyes of a seeing people grow dim. Nay, surely 
it is a blind nation waiting the touch of Him who brought 
life and immortality to light. 


New York City. 
%% % 


The* Law of Diminishing Returns in 
the Sunday-School 


By Dean A. Walker 


T is said to be a fact in the general experience of the 
church, and has been shown to be true of one of 
our religious denominations, at least in respect to its 
churches in the older and more settled parts of the Uni- 
ted States, that the Sunday-school is not keeping pace 
numerically with the increase of population, nor even 
with the increase in church-membership. Whether this 
is correct or not, it has long been noted that a consider- 
able part of the young people, brought up to attend, the 
Sunday-school, leave it on arriving at that age when 
young people are conventionally supposed to think and 
act for themselves. Various reasons have been assigned 
for this, such as the restlessness of the age, release from 
the restraint of parental authority, a growing skepticism 
as to the value of Bible study, and the validity of its 
teachings. There is some truth, doubtless, in edch of 
these explanations, but another and very potent cause 
of this falling away, and one to which more attention 
should be directed, is that at this period in his Sunday- 
school career the pupil discovers that he has passed the 
‘‘point of diminishing returns."’ He abandons the 
Sunday-school for the same reason that young people, 
at about the same age, abandon the farms of northern 
New England for the more productive regions of the 
West. 

What is the law of diminishing returns? In the physi- 
cal terms of political economy it is that, beyond a cer- 
tain point in the application of labor and capital to the 
cultivation of land, increasing the labor and capital will 
not bring a proportionate increase in the product. In- 
ventions and improved processes may in a measure 
counteract the law, but eventually the point of dimin- 
ishing returns is reached and passed, and then the 
incentive to industry on that particular piece of land 
diminishes, and the wide-awake young farmer leaves it 
to go in search of new and more profitable fields. 

How does this law apply to the work in the Sunday- 

EXPLANATORY NOTE BY THE EpItor.—Before accepting 
Mr. Walker’s article for publication in these columns, the 
Editor stated to him that he differed diametrically with the 
main contention of the article, and that he would be willing 
to publish it only in connection with an editorial statement of 
the other side of the case. Mr. Walker having expressed his 
willingness to have this done, the article and editorial now 
appear in this issue. The question of the relation between 
the numerical growth of Sunday-school membership as com- 
pared with church-membership, referred to in Mr. Walker’s 
opening sentence, was discussed by the Editor in The Sunday 
School Times of July 9, 1898. v19% 
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school? The little child begins his course with the_ 
learning of Bible stories and memorizing of texts. To 
him it is virgin soil, and he delights to cultivate it. For 


seven years, under our International system of Bible 


lessons, he is doing progressive work. Then for an- 
other seven years he is set to cultivating the same 
ground, and with his own faculties increased and 
strengthened by exercise and time, and with new instru- 
ments and methods, he still does profitable work, get- 
ting out of the same soil much that he did not get the 
first time. His work is still progressive in knowledge 
and in ethical and spiritual development, and in a de- 
gree that is at least proportionate to the time and effort 
he expends, But by the time he has reached the end 
of another seven years’ work on the same ground, he begins 
to feel that the soil is worked out. He is now at the 
acme of his own acquisitive powers, but he is set to 
work again for seven years on the same old ground, and 
his teacher, whom he has now perhaps overtaken in in- 
tellectual attainments, can suggest no new instruments 
or methods, but would hold him to his work with the 
thought that the Bible is a book of inexhaustible rich- 
ness, and that no passage in it can ever be studied so 
thoroughly but that more work on it will yield some new 
and profitable results. 

The student—for he is no longer to be called a pupil 
—is quite ready to admit this ; for the law of diminish- 
ing returns allows that, even beyond the point of dimin- 
ishing returns, an increased application of labor and 
capital will always bring some increase of product. But 
he now begins to see all about him outside the Sunday- 
school, in his high-school courses and college electives, 
fields of virgin soil, whose working will yield him, for 
some time to come, much more than a proportionate 
reward for his labor. He becomes impatient, and feels 
that, in the Bible class under the present system, he is 
hardly more than holding his own. He is tempted to 
abandon it for these other lines of work. He does not 
know that in the Bible itself lie untried fields of equal 
richness, or, if he knows of them, allegiance to the In- 
ternational system or a conservative fear lest he should 
taste the forbidden fruits of the higher criticism and 
comparative religion is strong enough to deter him from 
entering them. He may work them alone by himself 
if he choose to, but he will get no help from the Sunday- 
school. Under these conditions, he is likely to give up 
Bible study altogether. It is here as on the farm. Not 
every farmer:s boy will leave the ancestral farm, how- 
ever poor the soil may become, or however alluring the 
prospects elsewhere. There are other considerations in 
life than mere material gains. But some will leave the 
worked-out farm for better farms, and many more will 
give up farming altogether. 

With these thoughts in mind, let us see what the 
Bible class has to offer me next Sunday. I am, let us 
say, a young man of thirty-five years. We have come 
round once more, in the International system, to the 
Book of Daniel. Four Sundays are devoted to this 
book. For the fifth time in my Sunday-school life I am 
set to study the stories of Daniel in the lions’ den and 
the three children in the fiery furnace. I have known 
the stories from earliest childhood. Their ethical 
and spiritual teachings have long been the common- 
places of my religious life. They have their share with 
other portions of Scripture in the religious thought 
that goes on in my mind, and helps to form my charac- 
ter throughout the circling years. I may, perhaps I 
ought, but probably I shall not, under present methods, 
get some new increment of thought or feeling from 
next Sunday's hour on Daniel in the lions’ den. I have 
an idea that I would like to make a study of*the Book of 
Daniel as to its place in the development of Hebrew 
prophecy, its symbolism, and the nature of apocalyptic 
writing. I would like -to investigate the grounds on 
which some hold that the book was a product of the 
Maccabean period, while others hold the traditional 
view. I would like to know more about that Maccabean 
period and its influence on the Jewish social life in the 
time of Jesus. There are others in the class who feel as 
I do, but we are in the treadmill of the International 
system, and, so long as the Bible class follows this sys- 
tem, and so far as we depend on the Bible class for our 
biblical instruction, we shall tread the same seven 
years’ round every remaining seven years of our lives. 

What is the fault in our present International system? 
That it has been a mighty instrument for good and a 
great improvement over previous systems I think no 
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one will deny. I believe it is still the best we have for 
the primary and intermediate classes, But its slavish 
adherence to the idea that all classes in the school should 
study the same biblical passage at the same time puts a 
ball and chain upon the ankles of the progressive mem- 
bers of the Bible class. 

What is the remedy? There should be, wherever 
possible, a careful gradation of the curriculum, as in the 
public schools, the retention of the International Les- 
sons for the lower classes, and the adoption of a pro- 
gressive outline of studies for the upper clacses, with 
elective courses at the top. 

Where are the instruments and agents through whom 
such an improved system shall be realized? For the 
grading of our Sunday-schools and adaptation of bibli- 
cal material to the new requirements much preparation 
has already been made in the discussions and outlines 
furnished by such publications as the Biblical World, 
Valuable helps in goodly number are coming from the 
press in such popular yet scholarly works as George 
Adam Smith's ‘‘The Book of the Twelve Prophets’’ 
and the series of histories of Bible times edited by Pro- 
fessors Kent and Sanders. Lecture courses in summer 
schools and university extension are opening up new 
fields, and creating a demand for a wider range and bet- 
ter quality of instruction. And for meeting this de- 
mand in the thousands of Sunday-schools. throughout 
the land we are looking to the ever-increasing number 
of young men and women who are taking the biblical 
courses in our colleges and seminaries, and are coming 
forth to consecrate their learning to the service of th~ 
church in the Sunday-school. j 


Wells College, Aurora, N. Y¥. 
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Snap-Shots at Every-Day Life 


«Come Out of Yourself!’’ 
By Charles Frederic Goss 


OMETHING happened the other day which no one 

saw but myself, 

An old man by the name of Mr. Cur Mudgeon was 
going along Fourth Street, looking down upon the 
ground, wetting the first finger of his right hand, and 
making a motion upon his left as if counting money. 

Many people turned to look at him, and some, nudg- 
ing their country cousins, whispered under their breath, 
‘« There goes Mr. Cur Mudgeon, one of our leading 
men."’ 

No one spoke to him, and he spoke to nobody,~but 
just poked along through the crowds, as indifferent to 
them as a rhinoceros is to mosquitoes. 

What I saw was—a crowd of winged spirits hovering 
around his head, and shouting into his ears: ‘‘ Come 
out of yourself!‘ Come out of yourself! Old Mr. Cur 
Mndgeon, come out of yourself !’’ 

Some of their voices were very kind and gentle, some 
were very full of reproach, and some were as loud and 
terrible as thunder; but never a word did he hear. His 
soul was absorbed in its own self,—saw nothing of the 
beautiful world, felt nothing of the joys and sorrows of 
his fellow-men, and heard nothing of that message from 
God, ‘* Come out of yourself ! come out of yourself !’’ 

What a very terrible thing if is when people com- 
mence boring a well down into themselves, and finally 
sink out of sight ! 

Six or seven hundred miles above the mouth of the 
Columbia River there is a place known as Kettle Falls. 
The name is derived from a natural phenomenon. The 
big boulders washed down in the floods of many centu- 
ries ago tumbled over the precipice and landed upon a 
platform of rocks at its base. The current of the mighty 
river set them revolving, and they commenced to wear a 
basin beneath themselves.. As the years rolled on, 
the basin became a well, and the boulders sank down into 
it, and disappeared from view. And now, away down 
at the bottom of the deep well, they still go grinding, grind- 
ing on, and burying themselves farther and farther be- 
low the great upper and outer world. 

This was the way old Cur Mudgeon's soul was dig- 
ging its own living grave ! 

And how full the world is .of people like him! You 
cannot get them to come out of themselves. All the 
king’s horses and all the king's men cannot get old Cur 
Mudgeon up again. 
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You cannot interest them in anything on earth that 
does not center in themselves. 

And the funniest, toughest, most pathetic thing about 
these people is that they are never conscious that their 
little well is not the whole big world. 

Shame on you, down there in the pit you have diggéd 
for yourself! Come up and be a bird on a bough, a 
boat on a stream,—anything but a boulder in a well ! 


mi ; ‘ e* 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 
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How They Crossed the Stream 


A True Story 


By Elizabeth Preston Allan 


‘¢ TF the fellows are going to do that way,"’ said Guy, 
in a tone of scorn, ‘‘I’m done with the whole 
thing.’’ 

«« The fact is,’’ said Mark, ‘‘ the kids want to have 
too much to sav in this mission-band busitfess. They 
want to run the inachine.’’ 

‘«We will just show them, this afternoon, that we 
won't go into their schemes ; and if they are pig-headed 
about it, why,’’—Guy held up his head an extra inch, — 
** our crowd will resign.’’ 

The boys were on their way to mission-band meeting, 
and these sentiments were re-echoed over and over as 
one and another of ‘‘ our crowd”’ fell into line. 

: But when they actually got to the meeting, things took 
a different turn. I cannot say positively why the big boys 
got quietly into step with the schemes of the rest, nor 
why there was no more talk of resigning, but I think it 
had something to do with a story the leader told at the 
beginning. of the meeting. Perhaps she had heard mur- 
murs of discord among the boys on the way ; but I am 
only guessing so because of this little story. J 

«« When my fatherwas a little boy,’’ Miss MacPheeters 
said, ‘‘ he lived in old Scotland, where breakfasts were 
rather scanty and the Shorter Catechism was plentiful. 
Along with ‘his brothers and sisters, a goodly nufnber, 
he walked barefooted every day, over miles of rough 
road, to school. About halfway between the home cot- 
tage and the school doorstep ran the river Earn, which 
they had to ford, for there was no bridge. Fortunately, 
it was not deep ; but a sudden fall in the river-bed gave 
the water an extra swiftness at that place, and, if it had 
not been for a promise made to their father at the be- 
ginning of each term, the younger children might have 
gotten many a fall and wetting. 
that promise was ?’’ 

No guesses were offered. 

. ‘*I am telling you about how those little lads and las- 
sies crossed the river safely every day,’’ said Miss Mac- 
Pheeters, ‘‘ because I am sure that, unless you adopt 
their plan, this mission band will stumble and fall, and 
the work that we are trying to do will go to pieces, and 
drift away helplessly.’’ 

The boys pricked up their ears, but said nothing. 

‘« It was a very simple plan, boys,’’ said the leader. 
** They simply joined hands !"’ 

A look flashed into the faces-of all those boys, which 
seemed to say, ‘‘ To be sure !’’ 

‘«There are as many difficulties in our way,’’ con- 
tinued the story-teller, ‘* as there were rocks and boulders 
in the river Earn. Each boy has his own opinion of 
how things ought to be done, different from every other 
boy's opinion. This makes contrary currents and eddies, 
harder to cross than the swirling waters of the stream. 
There is but one way for all to cross safely. 
join hands. 

‘*I do not ask you to make me any promises, but I 
want you to think about this matter at your own homes, 
when you speak alone with your heavenly Father. I am 
sure that, if my boys will make that silent, secret prom- 
ise to join hands, our mission band will go forward like 
an army with banners.'’ 

As I was saying, there was no pulling back and no 
resigning at that meeting, and I could not help thinking 
it was because of the picture shown them of our Scotch 
children crossing the river, hand locked in hand. 
Lexington, Va. 


Can you guess what 


You must 
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The school is kept in touch with the Cradle Rol! by re- 
membering every Sunday its members in the prayer; 
and the homes are kept in touch with the school by the 
child’s receiving a birthday card, which some parents 
make great effort to be present to receive, and also special 
invitations to the school celebrations, its anniversary, 
picnic, ‘‘ Home-gathering Day,’’ and Christmas enter- 
tainment. An occasional week-day meeting is held, to 
which the ‘‘ Cradle Roll member and the mother’’ are 
invited, Blocks and toys are provided for the older of 
these children, and they are allowed to amuse them- 
selves while a half-hour or so is spent with the adults. 
Supper has sometimes been served,—the parents seated 
at large tables in easy conversation with each other, while 
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The Cradle Roll and the Homes 


By Annie S. Harlow 































































































HE Cradle Roll is that class of little people who, 
although too young to attend the sessions of the 
Sunday-school, are under its fostering care. I do not 
know in whose mind or heart the Cradle Roll had birth, 
but I know that I am grateful for what it has done, and 
is doing, for us,—not so much for the ‘‘ babies'’ them- 
selves, although it does, naturally, teach them early to 
love and talk about the Sunday-school, and to look for- 
ward to the time when they shall be old enoygh to 
‘«go,’’ but because of the effect it has upon the homes. 
There is a peculiar tenderness that crowns every trie 
father and mother with each new-born babe, and any 
attention given the child in its earliest years is highly 
appreciated, and opens the door of affection to the giver. 
Why should not the Sunday-school, by a little kindly 
thoughtfulness, embrace this golden opportunity of en- 
dearing itself in, and securing the co-operation of, the 
homes ? 


the children are made happy with ahimal crackers, sim- 
ple cake, etc., with milk at little tables in another part 
of the room. 

Two years ago, on ‘‘ Home-gathering Day,"’ in re- 
sponse to the following invitation, there were nineteen 
mothers present with babies in their arms. 


BETHANY SUNDAY-SCHOOL, 
September 11, 1897. 
TO THE PARENTS OF THE MEMBERS OF THE CRADLE ROLL. 
Dear Friends: 

Our superintendents wish to make the last Sunday of 
this month (September 26) a Home-gathering Day, when, as far 
as possible, every member of the family, from grandpa and 
grandma down to the youngest baby in the cradle, ‘shall be 
present in the Sunday-school. 

Knowing how hard it is to take young children away from home 
at any fixed time, we shall not consider your late coming or your 
necessary leaving the room an interruption. 


We formed such a class in our school some two years 
ago, by enlisting the children in our help, —for there are 
no better helpers along some lines of Sunday-school work 
than an interested company of enthusiastic little peopk. 
The Sunday previous to the formation of the class, the 
primary children were shown a little willow cradle about 
twenty inches long, which a mother who had lost two of 
her own dear little ones had enameled and dressed for 
us with all the dainty furnishings of a regular cradle. The 
scholars were invited to bring, the next Sunday, written 
on paper, the name of any little brother or sister whom, 
although too young to come to Sunday-school, father 
and mother might like to have under its shepherding care. 
They were told that, while these members would not 
often be with us, it would be pleasant to feel that they 
belonged to us, and we would gladly remember them 
every Sunday in prayer. They were also shown the 
recognition card (‘* Madonna,’’ by Bodenhausen, 86, 
from the Milton Bradley Company, Springfield, Massa- 
chusetts, costing about one dollar per hundred), and told 
that a similar card, with the name of the school and the 
baby’s name and_ time of joining the class would be 
written upon it. Having had this explanation, the chil- 
dren were given the following letter to carry home : 


A trifling souvenir (ribbon with name of school and year upon 
it) of the occasion will be given to each Cradle Roll member who 
is present, that in later years he may have this evidence of his 
early presence in the school. 

May He who carries the lambs in his bosom tenderly watch 
over you and all yours. 

Your loving friend, 


It was a sight long to be remembered when these 
mothers stood about the platform, while the teachers and 
scholars united in the prayer that God would bless these 
children and their homes. 

A flower in the cradle is a sign that some dear little EL 
one, who was sick and in pain, has gone from all suffer- a 
ing to the beautiful heavenly land where there is never 
more sickness nor sorrow nor crying. In the sympa- 
thetic quiet that follows this announcement, prayer is 
tenderly offered for the homes that are left sad and 
lonely. 


When the primary teacher called at a home from 
BETHANY SUNDAY-SCHOOL, 


which one such little one had gone, the mother opened 
March 2i,°1897. 


the Bible, and showed the flower which a friend had 
brought to her from the cradle, and she said, ‘‘ What 
did you say about it and about her ? 


DEAR MOTHER: 

That all children whose parents so desire may be un- 
der the fostering care of the Sunday-school, we will form a new 
class in our department, called the ‘‘ Cradle-Roll Class."" On 
this roll we shall be happy to record any child from a day old up 
to Sunday-school age. 


I heard that you 
said ‘the heavenly gardener had taken one little plant 
from the earth's garden to bloom in the heavenly land 
Then she added, 
‘Don't you remember the time when baby joined the 
Cradle Roll. I brought her to Sunday-school, and you 
held her in her long white dress in your arms, and said, 
‘ This is one of our new Cradle Roll members ; may God 
bless her’? As she lay dying in my arms, I remem- 
bered it, and was comforted.’’ 

Another such mother, whose little one was not two 

- years old, said, ‘‘ How Bertha did love to go to Sun- 

The Presbyterian Publishing House, Wither- day-school, and how she did love to sing!'' Whatever 
spoon Building, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, publish a you migh* have thought of that singing, in heaven it 
complete set of Cradle Roll cards, which include an was harmony, and in the mother's heart its music will 
explanatory letter to the parents, a card to be signed, ring on forever in connection with the Sunday-school. 
giving the name and birthday of the child, parents’ In the last of our homes in which the angel of death has 
names and address, together with pretty recognition and thus entered, the mother said, ‘‘ Adaline’s little dress 
birthday cards. Samples of these can be secured at five was ready, and we were counting the Sundays when the 
cents a set. Other publishing houses may also have weather would be warm enough for her to go to Sunday- 
such cards, but I do not know about them. school. We talked about it every day.’’ 

The next Sunday the names began to come in, and Think you not that such homes will bear a tender re- 
the week following some member of the family was gard for the Sunday-school ? 
called to the platform to stand while prayer was offered for § A stranger said to me some months ago, ‘‘ I am a Bible 
these new members, and also to receive from the cradle reader in the vicinity of your school, and there is to me 
the recognition card, which had been duly filled out. an open door wherever you have a child on the Cradle 

It was found that one child was but nine hours old Roll.’ Surely the opportunity of reaching the homes 
when her name was placed in the cradle as a new mem- by the Cradle Roll is unlimited. 
ber, and, when her recognition card was made out, it ‘* A little child shall lead them.'" May many parents 
read, ‘‘ This is to certify that Effie May entered be thus led to know Him who said, ‘‘ Suffer the little 
the Cradle Roll (date]"when nine hours old." When children to come unto me,"’ and to respond, in the 
she becomes a Sunday-school worker, —as, of course, she words of Joshua, ‘‘As for me and my house, we will 
will, —it will be an interesting fact to her that thus early serve the Lord."’ 
she became a member of the Sunday-school. Philadelphia. 


Such children shall be remembered in our 
prayers, and shall receive such other attentions as shall from time 
to time seem desirable. 

As the child will not often be able to be in Sunday-school, we 
shall not be able to tell when he is sick, unless you will kindly 
send us word, when we shall be only too happy to call and ren- 
der any assistance in our power. 


under his care,’—did you say so ?’’ 


Hoping to have the pleasure of enrolling your child, and pray- 
ing that the great Shepherd of Israel may safely keep you and all 
yours, I am, 

Yours truly, 


Note : 
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Bible Enigmas for a Class 
Entertainment 


Jy &. E. Page 


HE following Bible enigmas were prepared as enter- 

tainment for a Sunday-school class of young men 

at a reception. They seemed to give so much pleasure 

to them, and, contrary to my expectation, to require so 

much thought, that it occurred to me they might help 

some one else. Of course, there are some very easy 
ones for those of slow thought. 


Bible Enigmas 

1. There is an interesting story of a plant which was 
neither a rosebush*nor an ivy. _It might have borne 
fruit, though we do not know that it did. Its rapid 
growth and speedy death have passed into a proverb. 
(Jonah's gourd. ) 

2. Who was the first new woman, judging her by her 
judgment of men? (Miriam.) 

3. Yellow as gold, precious and prized; older than 
iron, yet twice made by man ; used in the Old Testa- 
ment, referred to in the New ; a salvation and a type 
of salvation. (The brazen serpent.) 

4. Who organized the first church choir spoken of in 
the Bible? (David.) 

5. What infant's tears saved a nation? (Moses's.) 

6. Of whose public work was it said ‘‘ that a fox could 
destroy it''? (Nehemiah's wall. ) 

7. Who is the youngest example of public life men- 
tioned in the Bible? (Samuel.) 

8. What anointed king carried a lunch of popped 
corn and cheese? (David.) 

9. He was lonely in life and alone in death. His fur 
garment was not worn for fashion. His belt of skin did 
not carry weapons. That his food was sweet was simply 
a matter of convenience. What is said of him can 
never be true of any other man. (John the Baptist.) 

10. What bore buds and blossoms, but never fruit? 
(Aaron's rod.) 

11. At a feast attended by handsome men, one was 
not there who had a right there.- Who gave the feast ? 
Who called 4 pause? (Jesse. Samuel.) 

12. A meal of bean porridge and a little spiced meat 
ruined for a time the happiness of three families. 
Whose were they? (Isaac's, Jacob's, and Esau's.) 

13. The best illustration of the truth, ‘‘ Whoso dig- 
geth a pit shall fall into it’’ (Haman.) 

14. Seven years, fourteen years, twenty years. Many 
times deceived, but never hurt. A journey, a scare, a 
present, a prayer, a strange encounter, a promise won. 
(Jacob. ) 

15. When did all the world look at the same thing 
at the same time? (From the ark at Noah's dove.) 

16. Who was wakened to find warm food anc water 
near, prepared not by human hand, and twice bidden 
to eat? (Elijah.) 

17. She did not inspire the army with her poetry or 
her song, but, biding at home in the performance of 
womanly duties, with one exception, she won the battle. 
(Jael.) 

18. A man in whom extremes met. Small in every 
physical resource, with heart and brain of a giant; 
loving, yet fearless ; gentle, but uncompromising ; always 
liking what he was not, always making the best of what 
he was ; of great ambition, yet truly humble ; prolific in 
speech and with pen,—he was the inspiration of the 
generation in which he lived and the admiration and 
despair of those coming after. (St. Paul.) 

Atkinson, N. H. 
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Ladies’ Class Jat small things sometimes have 
Invitation and its far-reaching influence is illustrated by 
Influence the result of circulating a simple 
though novel invitation card by W. H. Anderson, teacher 
of Class A of young ladies in Erie Chapel, Chicago. Mr. 
Anderson tells the stary as follows : ‘‘ As I have noticed 
many invitations, etc., in Sunday-school work. in your 
valuable (I may say, almost indispensable) paper, I am 
minded to send you a little card that has taken very well 
in my class, and which may, or may not, be considered 
worthy of your attention. A little incident made me 
think it might be of interest to you. One of my class 
presented one of these cards to an acquaintance, who 
seemed pleased, and, as she was not attending any 


- 
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school, was pressed to come with us, which she prom- 
ised todp. Weeks went by before she met her again, 
when, on inquiry as to why she had not kept her prom- 
ise, we learned that she belonged to a family of Roman 
Catholics, and was told that she had shown the card to 
her priest, who had formed a Bible class in consequence, 
and had issued cards precisely like the enclosed. So I 
thought that, if they could be of interest to a papal 
priest, they might be to some of the readers of our dear 
old Sunday School Times.’’ Light script type is used 
in the invitation referred to, and the general get-up re- 
sembles the ordinary calling-card, except that a double 
card is used and the inner part is printed on both sides. 
The reading-matter and form are about as follows : 





r 


The Young Ladies of 
Class A 


Erie Chapel 
pto-312 West Erie Street 
AT HOME 


q Sunpay, 2.45-4.00 P. M. 


[over] 








Presented by 





We cordially invite young ladies 
over 16 years of age 
to become visitors or members 
of our class 


t 


PLEASE DETACH ABOVE CARD AND PRESENT TO 
LEADER OF CLASS 
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Notwithstanding the loud complaint 
of the difficulty of keeping boys and 
young men in the Sunday-school, it remains true that 
there are boys who, for one reason or another, stick. 
Do teachers know the reason why their classes of grow- 
ing boys diminish? Do parents know why? Do the 
boys themselves know why they leave? Read this 
letter from a Sunday-school ‘‘ boy ’’ of eighty-four years’ 


Some Boys Stick 


standing. It comes from Indiana, and is addressed to 
the Editor : ‘‘ We have what we call old settlers’ meet- 
ings once a year. Last Saturday was ours. As I was 
the oldest person present, I was called upon to make a 
few remarks. At the close, I said, ‘I have been in 
Sunday-school for eighty-four years, and have not given 
it up yet. Iam present every Sunday that I am able to 
go. A few years ago, I was marked present every Sun- 
day in the year.’ Some of our editors took this part up, 
and said I was not only the oldest Sunday-school scholar 
on the ground, but perhaps in the United States, and 
perhaps in the world. You know more about these 
things than I do,—they sound a little extravagant I 
still recollect my first Sunday-school. I would repeat a 
few verses to my teacher, which I did not understand 
then, but were a help to me afterwards. I thought we 
had the wisest superintendent that ever lived. He would 
ask who was the oldest man, who the meekest, who the 
wisest, and so on. My father owned a little farm, but 
no Bible. He bought one, and paid thirteen shillings 
for it, but neither father nor mother had time to read it 
in daytime. Mother proposed, as I was the oldest 
child, that I should stand at her side and read it whilst 
she sat at her little wheel, and turned it with one of her 
feet. I stood on my feet, and read it through at inter- 
vals, she pronouncing the hard words. I have been 
taking The Sunday School Times for more than thirty 


years. Expect to take it as long as I live.’’ 
« 
Ceaneperting Sunday-school excursions are by no 


a Sunday-school te Means a new invention for the per- 

Niagara Falls = petuation of the school spirit, but 
some schools have novel methods of managing such 
outings. Two years ago, the Court Street Methodist 
Sunday-school of Lynchburg, Virginia, appointed an 
excursion committee, which made all arrangements, and 
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raised five hundred dollars to take the whole school free 
to the Natural Bridge. So successful was this trip, that 
some one prophesied that the school would go to Luray 
Caverns the following year, Niagara Falls in 1899, and 
the Paris Exposition in 1900. The program up to_the 
last item was carried out. Over thirteen hundred dol- 
lars was raised to carry the school to Luray last year, 
and the committee reported thirty dollars left after ‘all 
expenses were paid. The Home Department was taken 
along to Luray. This year several thousand dollars was 
raised for the Niagara trip, which started on Thursday, 
September 14, and returned to Lynchburg on the follow- 
ing Saturday night, carrying eight hundred persons on 
two trains. A souvenir of the occasion was a printed 
sheet of eight pages in red and black, in which are given 
a large view of Niagara, a portrait of the pastor, the 
Rev. Dr. A. Coke Smith, an account of the excursions of 
the school, a list of officers and teachers, and a double- 
page illustration giving the face of every member of the 
school. E. F. Sheffey is superintendent of this enter- 
prising school which carried its members on a sixteen- 
hundred-mile trip without charge, and Colonel J. B. 
Gregory, chairman of the Excursion Committee. 
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That Christianity is a life, and not a 
mere cramming of the head with ab- 
stract statements or ‘‘ texts,’’ is one 
of the truths which every Sunday-school teacher needs 
to keep constantly in mind. The Australian Sunday- 
School Teacher, quoting an English authority, says : 
‘* Seventy-five per cent of those who are in our prisons 
have been in Sunday-schools. Six of every seven in 
our reformatories have been Sunday scholars. Of 1,050 
convicts admitted to Salford prison during’ seven years, 
977 admitted having attended Sunday-schools.’’ Al- 
though this gives the number of convicts who were 
Sunday-school pupils, it does not give the proportion of 
Sunday-school pupils that became convicts, and yet the 
showing is enough to justify every teacher in asking, 
‘‘ Why is this’so?'’ - Perhaps we are too well satisfied 
if a scholar ‘* knows. his lesson,’” or’ is successful ‘at 
memorizing, or in answering questions of fact, or even of 
principle. The Sunday-school teacher ought to carry 
his influence into the life, he ought to see that the 
scholar becomes, in his actual daily life, a concrete illus- 
tration of the abstract principles with which he is sup- 
posed to become familiarized through his Bible study. 
It was a maxim of Comenius that ‘‘ we learn to do by 
doing.’’ But Froebel went still farther, and said simply 
that ‘‘ we learn by doing.’’ 


The Sunday-Schoot 
versus the Jail 


“ 


«* Dead-and-alive’’ Sunday-schools of 
the past kept this designation good by 
making no provision for teachers’ - 
meetings, with the result that the pupils felt as the boy 
did who gave as his reason for giving up attendance at 
Sunday-school, ‘* Because our school don’t grow, and I 
do.’’ Great progress is being made in these days of or- 
ganization, and teachers’ -meetings are being revived in 
all directions. The Sunday-schools will ‘grow ’’ in good 
instruction as well as in numbers when a teachers’ -meeting 
is everywhere provided for. An indication of the grow- 
ing feeling that a school ought to instruct its teachers 
comes from Secretary Meigs, whose invéstigation shows 
that about two hundred schools in Indiana have started 
teachers’ -meetings in one year. 


Teachers’-Meetings 
Necessary 
in Every School 


The successful teacher is one who 

Diversity in Putting ;nows his scholars so well that he 
the Truth ‘ 

will not prose along the same way 
with one as with another. He will know that, if his 
duty compels him to say some things, expediency will 
also compel him to avoid saying some other things. 
President Eliot well says ‘‘ society is best served when 
every man's peculiar skill, faculty, or aptitude, is devel- 
oped and utilized to the highest possible degree. The 
presumption is, therefore, against uniformity in educa- 
tion, and in favor of diversity at the earliest possible 
moment.’’ The expert teacher will teach the same gos- 
pel truth to all, but if he were to put it in exactly the 
same way to all, it would not, in effect, be the same 
gospel truth to all. 












October 7, 1899 


Lesson 


Helps 


Lesson 4, October 22, 1899 


Ezra’s Journey to Jerusalem 


Ezra 8: 


21-32 


Read chap. 7 and 8 : 15-36. Memory verses: 21-23 


GOLDEN TEXT: The hand of our God is upom efi them for 
good that seek him,—Ezra 8 : 22. , 


COMMON VERSION 


a1 § Then I proclaimed a 
fast there, at the river of 
A-ha’va, that we might afflict 
ourselves before our God, to 
seek of him a right way for us, 
and for our little ones, and for 
all our substance. 

22 For | was ashamed to re- 
quire of the king a band of 
soldiers and horsemen to help 
us against the enemy in the 
way: because we had spoken 
unto the king, saying, ‘The hand 
of our God és upon all them for 
good that seek him; but his 
power and his wrath és against 
ail them that forsake him, 

23 So we fasted and besought 
our God for this: and he was 
eatreated of us. 

24 4 ‘Then I separated twelve 
of the chief of the priests, 
Sh-<r-e-bi’ah, Hash-a-bi’ah, and 
ten of their brethren with them, 

25 And weighed unto them 
the silver, and the gold, and the 
vessels, even the offering of 
the house of our God, which 
the king, and his counsellors, 
and his lords, and all Israel 
there present, had offered : 

26 Leven weighed unto their 
hand six hundred and fifty 
talents of silver, and silver 
vessels a hundred talents, and 
of gold a hundred talents ; 

27 Also twenty basins of gold, 
of a thousand drams ; and two 
vessels of fine copper, precious 
as gold. 

23 And I said unto them, Ye 
are holy uato the LORD ; the 
vessels ave holy also ; and the 
silver and the gold are a free- 
will offering unto the LORD God 
of your fathers. 

29 Watch ye, and keep ¢hem, 
until ye weiga ‘dem before the 
chicf of the priests and the 
L’vites, and chief of the fathers 
of Israel, at Jerusalem, in the 
chambers of the house of the 
LoRD. 

30 So took the priests and the 
Le’vites the weight of the silver, 
aud the gold, and the vessels, to 
bring them to Jerusalem unto 
tue nouse of our God. 

3t 4 Then we departed from 
the river of A-ha’'va on the 
twelith day of the first month, 
to go unto Jerusalem : and the 
hand of our God was upon us, 
and he delivered us from the 
hand of the enemy, and of such 
as lay in wait by the way. 

32 And we came +o Jerusa- 
lem, and abode there three 
days. 





11n Neh. xii, 24, Levites. 
For “‘ the Loxp ” 
in every case, 


REVISED VERSION 


Then I proclaimed a fast 
there, at the river Ahava, 
that we might humble our- 
selves before our God, to 
seek of him a straight way, 
for us, and for our little ones, 
and for all our substance. 
For I was ashamed to ask of 
the king a band of soldiers 
and horsemen to help us 
against the enemy in the 
way : because we had spoken 
unto the king, saying, The 
hand of our God is upon all 
them that seek him, for 
good ; but his power and his 
wrath is against all them that 
forsake him. So we fasted 
and besought our God for 
this : and he was intreated of 
us. Then I separated twelye 
of the chiefs of the ! priests, 
2even Sherebiah, Hasha- 
biah, and ten their 
brethren with them, and 
weighed unto them the 
silver, and the gold, and the 
vessels, even the offering for 
the house of our God, which 
the king, and his counsellors, 
and his princes, and all Israel 
there present, had offered : 
I even weighed into their 
hand six hundred and fifty 
talents of silver, and silver 
vessels an hundred talents ; 
of gold an hundred talents ; 
and twenty bowls of gold, of 
a thousand darics ; and two 
vessels of fine bright brass, 
precious as gold. And 
said unto them, Ye are holy 
unto the LORD, and the ves- 
sels are holy ; and the silver 
and the gold are a freewill 
offering unto the LORD, the 
God al pant fathers. Watch 
ye, and keep them, until ye 
weigh them before the chiefs 
of the priests and the Levites, 
and the princes of the fathers’ 
houses of Israel, at Jerusa- 
lem, in the chambers of the 
house of the LORD., So the 
priests and the Levites re- 
ceived the weight of the sil- 
ver and the gold, and the 
vessels, to bring them to Je- 
rusalem unto the house of 
our God. 

‘Then we departed from the 
river of Ahava on the twelfth 
day of the first month, to go 
unto Jerusalem: and the 
hand of our God was upon 
us, and he delivered us from 
the hand of the enemy and 
the lier in wait by the way. 
And we came to Jerusalem, 
and abode there three days. 
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2 Or, besides 
the American Revisers would substitute “Jehovah” 
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cripture Readings for Daily Study 


Selected and Analyzed by B. F. Jacobs 


Sun.— The Second Caravan of 
the leader (1-6). Arrival 
letter (11-14). 
authority (25, 26). 


Supplies 


fathers (1-14). The 


treasure (24-30). 
the people (1, 2). 
fession and grace (6-9). 


ments (10-12). 


confession (1-6). 


at Jerusalem (7-10). 


place and the 


God chosen as leader (21- 


Ezra’s sorrow and prayer (3-5). 


The gathering at Jerusalem (7-9). 


Ezra, 
‘The king's 


Captives (Ezra 7: 1-28). 


furnished (15-24). Ezra given 


The Lord God praised (27, 28). 
Mon. -— Details of the Journey (Ezra 8 : 1-376). 


Register of chief 
gathering (15-20). 


23). The priests in charge of the 


The journey, arrival and worship (31-36). 
Tues.— Preparation after Arrival (Ezra 9: 1-15). 


The sins of 
Con- 
Remembering God's command- 


Depending on mercy (13-15). 
Wed.— Zhe Work of Reformation ( Ezra 10: 1-19). 


Prayer and 
The 


appeal and the response (10-19). 


Thurs.— Reformation under Samuel (1 Sam. 7 


turn of the ark (1, 2). 
Deliverance and 
(15-17). 


Fri.— Reformation under Hezekiah (2 Chron. 30: 1-27). 


passover renewed (1-4). 


Preparation and purification (14-20). 


joy (21-27). 


Sat.— Reformation under Josiah (2 Kings 27: 1-27). 


gathered (1, 2). 
put away (4-15). 


memorial 


The covenant renewed (3). 


: 7-17). The re- 
Appeal and intercession (3-9). 
(10-14). Service established 


The 
gathered (5-13). 
The feast kept with 


The people 


The people 
The idols 


The great passover (21-23). 
Sun.— 7rue Reformation (/sa. 58 : 1-14). 
True service (6, 7). Blessed results (8-14). 


False worship (1-5). 
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Lesson Surroundings 
By Professor Willis J. Beecher, D.D. 


IME. —The seventh year of Artaxerxes the Longhand, 
the year that began in March of B.C. 458. ‘‘The 
foundation of the going up'’ was on the first day of the 
first month (7:9). The twelfth day of that month they 
left Ahava (8:31). They reached Jerusalem the first 
day of the fifth month (7: 8, 9), and delivered their 
offerings four days later (8 : 32, 33). , 

PLaces.—Babylon, Ahava on the Euphrates, Casiphia, 
Jerusalem. 

PARALLEL PASSAGES. —None. 

ANTECEDENT Events. —Haman's plot and the exalta- 
tion of Mordecai are dated a little more than forty-one 
years after the completion of Zerubbabel’s temple. 
Yet nine years later Ahasuerus was succeeded on the 
throne by Artaxerxes, in whose seventh year Ezra came 
to Jerusalem. 

During those decades much attention was paid by the 
Jews scattered throughout the Persian empire, and es- 
pecially by the Jews of Babylonia, to the ancient laws 
and the prophetic literature of the nation. The fact 
that they have institutions differing from those of other 
peoples is emphasized in the Book of Esther. When 
Ezra appears, it is in the character of a man learned in 
the laws of Israel. Contemporaneous with him we find 
such institutions as ‘‘the placé Casiphia’’ (8 : 17-20), 
evidently a liturgical training-school. It was inevitable 
that a time would arrive when the wealthy and cultivated 
Jews abroad would feel that the temple and the little 
Palestinian colony ought to be put on a more dignified 
footing than they had hitherto occupied. Our lesson is 
a part of the account of the movement made for that 
purpose. 


Auburn Theological Seminary. 

















The Lesson Story 
By Cunningham Geikie, D.D., LL.D. 


HE Pilgrim Fathers, under Zerubbabel and Joshua 
the high-priest, had set out from Babylon in the 
year 536 B.C., with bright hopes, animated by the 
glowing predictions of the prophet preachers, which 
painted their future in the loftiest strains of poetry. 
But the enchantment that had veiled the distant prospect 
in Eden-like beauty faded sadly when the desolate site of 
what had once been the Holy City was actually reached. 
A huge altar was presently raised, of earth and rough 
stones, on a spot cleared for it in the rubbish heaps 
under which town and temple alike were buried, but no 
more could be done the first year. The foundation 
stone of the new temple had been laid in the second 
year, but presently, when union with the more or less 
heathen people, settled in their old land by Assyria 
(2 Kings 17 : 24; Ezra 4 : 7-9), was declined, these 
aliens wrote such alarming reports to Persia of the dis- 
loyal aims of the poor Jews that the temple-building was 
stopped so long that it was not dedicated till over twenty 
years after the return. 

But the first enthusiasm of the new cvlony had early 
died away, and though Jehovah was again worshiped on 
Zion, and the sacrifices were duly offered, a laxity in the 
observance of the legal details of Judaism greatly shocked 
the ultra-zealous Hebrew legalists at Babylon, where 
‘the law’’ had become the supreme study of a new 
school known as ‘‘ the scribes,'’ 
had risen to be the head. 

To them the ritual and ceremonial of the law, and 
the scrupulous observance of its minutest details, inter- 
preted with ever-expanding elaboration, was the soul of 
religion. Hence, about eighty years after the return, 
Ezra could no longer remain in Babylonia, but felt im- 


of whom Ezra, a priest, 


631 


pelled to go off to Jerusalem, with a body of scribes or 
men of letters and others, to play the reformer, and root 
out any deviations from rigid Judaism he might find, — 
the report that the law was not carried out, in his sense, 
appearing to him to be fatal to the claims of his people 
on the special favor of God to them as a nation. 

About fifteen hundred men of pure Jewish blood, with, 
no doubt, their wives and children, gathered round the 
fiery scribe on an appointed day, on the banks of one 
of the many broad canals near Babylon, and pitched 
tents there for three days, for a final review of every- 
thing, before starting. Priests had volunteered, but it 
was presently seen that no Levftes had done so, nor 
were there any of the Nethinim, or temple slaves, needed 
for the menial work of the sanctuary. These, however, 
were speedily gained, about forty Levites and two hun- 
dred and twenty Nethinim joining the caravan. Now 
The 
gold and silver vessels, sent back with them by the king, 


came a solemn fast and season of public prayer. 


were next weighed, and entrusted to safe hands, —priests 
and Levites,—and then the tents were struck, and the 
journey began which was to revolutionize the future of 
the Jew, and finally separate him from all other races, 
as he is separated to-day. 

One noble feature marked Ezra’s action. For the 
honor of God, he would not accept any guard of soldiers, 
trusting for protection to him whose glory he, no doubt, 
honestly thought it would advance. Four months after, 
the caravan arrived safely at Jerusalem. 


Bournemouth, England. 
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Teaching Points 


By Bishop H. W. Warren, D.D., LL.D. 
Character Shown by Acts 


HE outcome of life is character. It is higher than 
intellect. It acts by mere presence, without words, 
It takes care of itself and its possessor. 

To discern its elements in others helps us discern 
them in ourselves. Ezra has been called the ‘‘ second 
Moses.’’ He molded a nation after the pattern set in 
God's Word so that it has kept its form until now,— 
about twenty-three hundred years. 

1. He was rather a student of scriptures already given 
than a prophet of a new revelation. There was scripture 
enough already given to turn the people to righteous- 
To him we largely owe it that we have the Old 
Testament preserved. Ezra sought them with his heart 
(vs. 7-10). 

2. He was not only thoroughly imbued with Scriptures 


ness. 


himself, but he filled the king with knowledge of them 
(7 : 12-26). 

3. He was a man of clear business instincts. No 
room for criticism or suspicion was left concerning the 
honest handling of funds (vs. 24-30). 

4. 
God. 


He not only kept his powder dry, but he trusted in 
The balm of this man’s trust in the presence and 
help of God might sweeten the toil and soothe the care 
The chorus of 
this man's life was, ‘‘ The hand of our God was upon 
us*’ (v. 31). 
5. This perfect peace was not a blind belief in fate. 


of every business man in the world. 


It came only after using the means of such great grace. 
They fasted and prayed, and received definite, reliable 
answer (vs. 21-23). 

Good reason had Ezra to be anxious for safety in that 
long twelve-hundred-mile journey. Not only his peo- 
ple, their wives and little ones, were in peril, but the 
word of God and its expounders then came to Jerusalem. 
God was no less desirous for their safety. 

That such a man, prayerful, trustful, grateful, practi- 
cal, should have great influence with Darius the. king, 
courageously face the toil and peril of the journey, and 
be a great reformer after arrival (chaps. 9, 10), is to be 
expected,—-nay, is necessary, for character is force. 

University Park, Colo. 
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. Illustrative Applicatiors 
By Wayland Hoyt, D.D. 


O seek of him a straight way, for us (v. 21). 
better thing can we ask of God. 
we need the asking it! 


No 
And how much 
Temptations from it menace 


and solicit on every side. Our own evil nature pulls 


































































































































































































































































pt Pee . ti . oe 4 
o : in 
=A ie EIRP EI A Bh a RA ea on Pree 


RN eo 


ee 





a 





from it. Sometimes business methods deflect from 
it. Often what we imagine our own interests would 
swerve us from it. Frequently, doubtful amusements 
would allure from it. The emperor Nicholas wanted 
a railway from St. Petersburg to Moscow. His engineers 
brought him the plan. It variously curved. ‘It looks 
like a snake,’’ said the Tsar. Turning the plan over, 
the Tsar made one dot for St. Petersburg and one dot 
for Moscow, and, connecting them with a straight line, 
commanded, ‘Build me that road." The engineers 
expostulated,—that city must be touched, that mineral 
region must have outlet, that patch of timber must get 
chance at market. Only this would Nicholas answer : 
‘‘ Build me that road.’’ Poor fashion for railroad build- 
ing, but the right way for living. Let your life push 
itself along ‘‘a straight way."’ 

The hand of our God is upon all them that,seck him, for 
good (v.22). Last night, in the prayer-meeting, a gentle- 
man said, ‘‘ For a long time clouds have been about me. 
It has sometimes 
seemed to me the answer was long in coming, but it is 
coming now ; the clouds are breaking ; God is deliver- 
ing me.'’ 1 knew how troubled and thwarted he had 
been, yet all the time how true, faithful, prayerful. 
Here is a present instance of Ezra’s ancient certainty. 
The truth for Ezra’s day is a truth for our day also. The 
hand of God is vron all that seek him for good,—is, 
not was. 

And he was entreated of us (v. 23). ‘* Good prayers 
never come weeping home.’’ Do not quit praying. 
Said a woman to me the other day, at the close of a ser- 
vice in a distant city whither she had removed, ‘‘ Do 
you remember how, years ago, I came to you telling you 
how I was praying for my husband's conversion? Those 
prayers were answered, he died a. Christian ; he is in 
heaven."’ And = great light was on her face. 

Then I separated twelve of the chiefs of the priests, 
... and weighed unto them the silver, and the gold, and the 
vessels (vs. 24, 25) Wise man was this Ezra. Much 
beside leadership had been entrusted to him. He was 
the custodian of the Lord's treasure. But he would not 
risk the slightest possible stain upon his integrity. 
Never be careless about money matters, especially trust 
funds, especially the Lord's. monies, Take every pos- 
sible precaution. . Do not simply mean well about such 
things ; do well and exactly, Protect yourself. sedu- 
lously, and the Lord's cause as you represent it, and 
peculiarly in the matter of money. 

Watch ye,.and keep them, until ye weigh them before 
the chief of the priests and the Levites (v. 29). | Always 
have what is entrusted to you, and especially money, so 


I have been praying for deliverance. 


The ac- 
For years Mr. Lincoln 
kept in an old stocking the very coins he had received 
as postmaster of Salem, Illinois, which belonged to the 
government. Poverty had. sorely pinched him, but not 
When, 
after years, the government agent called, the very coins 
were ready for him. 


that you are ready for an instant accounting. 
counting time will surely come. 


the least coin wou!d he so much as borrow. 


But we are entrusted with other 
treasure than money,—our time, talents, opportunities. 
Watch ye, and keep these! The weighing-time of God's 
‘searching judgment is ahead. 

And the hand of our God was upon us (v. 31). We 
may be utterly sure of God's assisting hand upon us, 
when, as Ezra did, we seek to be sincerely and thor- 
oughly right. 

Philadelphia. 
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Critical Notes 
By Professor Willis J. Beecher, D.D. 


HE second part of ihe Book of Ezra, consisting of 
the last four chapters, is made up of three parts 
(7 : I-11; 7:12 tog:15; 10: 1-44) The heart of 
the whole is the second of these parts,—a narrative of 
Ezra written in the first person. That this narrative 
properly includes the king’s decree (7 : 12-26) appears 
from the contents of 7 : 27, 28a. When one clearly 
differentiates this second part, he at once clearly sees 
that the first and third parts, both speaking of Ezra in 
the third person, were written respectively as preface 
and sequel to the second part. 

Verses 21-23.—The lesson begins with that part of 
the narrative of Ezra which describes a fast.—/ fro- 
claimed : The speaker is Ezra. He is not high-priest, 
but is descended from ** Aaron the high-priest."* He is 





ate “Le ay " be ag 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





a Jew of Babylon, distinguished as a ‘‘scribe,’’ that is 
to say, as a biblical scholar, who has a large following 
among the Jews(7 : 1-10; 8 : 1-14). He has authority 
from the Persian emperor to enforce, by legal penalties, 
the observance of Jewish laws by the Jews of Palestine 
(7 : 11-26 ; comp. 10 : 8).—For us, etc. : He has with 
him a large caravan about to journey to Jerusalem. 
There are some distinguished priests (7 : 7 ; 8 : 2), and 
of citizens about fifteen hundred men (7 : 7a; 8 : 3-14), 
and of Levites'and inferior temple servants nearly three 
hundred (7 : 7 ; 8 : 18-20). To secure these last, Ezra 
had taken particular pains.— Our “ttle ones, etc.: In- 
cluding women and children, the caravan numbered 
many thousand persons. —For / was ashamed, etc.: Ezra 
was a noble man and a great scholar, but he was not always 
practically wise.—Against the enemy : The Persian em- 
pire was not so well governed but that the rich treasure in 
this caravan might tempt the cypidity of robbers (see v. 
31).— We fasted; Fasting is prominent in the records 
concerning Ezra and Nehemiah, and so are other institu- 
tions not mentioned in the Pentateuch ; for instance, 
public prayer, singing in the public worship, courses of 
priests and Levites, the singers and porters and Neth- 
inim. Such facts as these are in point when we inquire 
concerning Ezra’s relations to. the Pentateuch.—/e was 
entreated of us: That is, he responded favorably to 
their entreaty. Weare not informed as to the form of 
the response. Perhaps God gave them spiritual assur- 
ance that they would be safe. Possibly Artaxerxes took 
measures for their protection without their asking for it. 
Perhaps God's care over them took some other form. All 
that the narrative affirms is that he exerted his care. 

Verses 24-30.—Ezra takes measures for the safety of 
the treasure and for a proper accounting. — Twelve of the 
captains of the priests: The word ‘* priests’’ seems to 
be here used in a wide sense. Apparently the two prin- 
cipals, Sherebiah and Hashabiah, are the same who are 
mentioned above (vs. 18, 19), and again in Nehemiah 
12 : 24 as Levites.—/ weighed unto them: For the 
sake of accurate account keeping. The treasure so 
weighed out is in part a governmental grant from ‘the 
king, and his counsellors, and his captains,’’ and partly 
a contribution from Israelites (8 : 25; 7:15, 16). To 
obtain the values, count-the cilver. talent at two: thousand 
dollars, the gold talent at fifteen times as much.— 
Drams: Better, ‘‘darics,’’ as in the Revised Version, — 
a Persian coin probably worth about five dollars and a 
quarter.— Ve are ho/y : That is, set apart to the service 
of God. Ezra expects to stirnulate them to fidelity by 
impressing upon them the thought of the sacredness of 
their calling and of this particular charge.— 7he vessels 
are holy : They have been given exclusively for temple 
use. — 7he gold and the silver: The money is not said 
to be holy in the same sense with the persons and the 
vessels, but it is a free-will offering for holy uses. — 7ze 
captains of the priests and the Levites, and the captains 
of the fathers to Israel; So it is literaliy,—the consti- 
tuted authorities, ecclesiastical and civil. 

Verses 31, 32.—¢ departed: The word is the one 
that formally denotes the breaking of camp when a cara- 
van starts from one station to another.—7he river: 
Quite as naturally, ‘‘ The River,’ 
phrates. 


meaning the Eu- 
The meaning would be, with that rendering, 
that they started from the Euphrates at the place known 
as Ahava. This proper name occurs only in this chap- 
ter, and in the other two places (vs. 15 and 21) it is 
capable of being similarly translated, so that we are un- 
der no necessity for looking for a stream of this name. 
Evidently Ahava was on the Euphrates near Babylon. — 
The twelfth day: Eleven days after they started from 
Babylon (7 : 9). This time has been occupied in reach- 
ing the rendezvous at Ahava, recruiting a sufficient 
number of Levites and Nethinim, and making other ar- 
rangements.— Zhe hand of our God was upon us : This 
phrase occurs eight times in the account of Ezra and 
Nehemiah. God's hand is laid on men to guide them 
so that they pass successfully through difficulties. This 
is different from the use of the phrase in Ezekiel (for ex- 
ample, 1 : 3; 3:14, 22; 8:1), where the hand of the 
Lord upon the prophet accompanies an access of pro- 
phetic power. 

The importance of this lesson is due less to anything 
contained in it than to the character of the movement 
with which it is connected. The colonists who came 
with Ezra added a large element of respectability and 
wealth to the Jewish community in Palestine. They 
brought large resources, both of money and training, for 
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making the temple worship more imposing and mag- 

nificent. Very soon after their arrival they proceeded to 

use these resources in a splendid act of special worship 

(8 : 35). And then Ezra inaugurated those reforms by 

which the holy people were to be prevented from losing 

their distinctive character (chaps. 9, 10). 
Auburn_Theological Seminary. 


£2 
On the March 


By Alexander McLaren, D.D. 


é er date of the completion of the temple by Zerub- 

babel is generally given as 516 B.C., and that of 
Ezra’s mission as 458 B.C. Fifty-eight years, then, are 
passed over in silence, and all the weariness of hope 
deferred, and languishing enthusiasm for nearly two 
generations, is swallowed up in oblivion. What im- 
pelled Ezra to attempt a new effort is not told us, but 
may be inferred from the character given to him as ‘‘a 
ready scribe in the law of Moses.’’ He had medi- 
tated on it till its commands and promises filled his soul 
and changed his life. The type of religion which he 
presents is somewhat hard and prosaic, but beneath the 
rough rind there is a kernel of true devotion, and he too 
is of the heroes of the faith. 

1. The first point in the lesson is a signal instance of 
his faith, The caravan was assembled at the river of 
Ahava, the position of which is not certain, but which 
was probably a canal near Babylon, and there the ar- 
rangements for the dangerous march were finally made. 
The first thing to do was to make sure of God's help, 
and so a fast was proclaimed. It is easy to treat that 
as a sign of too great reliance on ceremonies and exter- 
nals, but it was a great deal more. It was the public 
expression of dependence on God, and of acknowledg- 
ment of sin, and it tended to increase the devout feel- 
ings which it expressed. Ezra had deliberately deter- 
mined to forgo the protection of a military escort, 
which he knew that he could have had for the asking, 
and, having denuded himself of help from ‘‘an arm of 
flesh,’’ he was all the more thrown back on God. He 
had professed to the king his trust in ‘‘ the hand of 
God,’’ as protecting all. who. sought. him,..and. he. felt 
that to crave an escort would be a strange commentary 
on such a profession. 

It is easy to talk about dependence on God when we 
are safely housed in the city, but what do we depend on 
when we are out in the desert with an unwieldy caravan 
numbering weak women and children, and with enemies 
lying in ambush in every dip in the ground ? Not what 
we say in times of ease, but what we do in moments of 
peril, reveals where our trust.is really fixed. What kind 
of Christian is he who says that he trusts in Christ, and 
then is as eager to grasp external good, such as wealth, 
as secure when he attains it, as dejected when he misses 
it, as any of the crowd who chase after it, and make no 
pretense of relying on, and being satisfied with, unseen 
good? If we say that we have faith, let us show by our 
conduct that we live by faith. 

The church, as a whole, has as much need as its in- 
dividual members have to take to heart Ezra’s heroic 
resolve. It, too, should be ashamed to ask of any 
worldly power help or protection. It is strongest when 
it stands upheld only by unseen might, and clinging solely 
to the hand that was nailed to the cross, and now holds 
the scepter of the universe. The helps that it can en- 
list from the world are treacherous allies, and apt to 
injure rather than aid: We must each for ourselves 
choose which support we elect to lean on ; for to lean on 
both is to be held up by neither. We may legitimately 
use worldly defenses and aids, but there come times 
when we have consciously to abandon them, and to cast 
ourselves solely on God. We may, for the most part, 
legitimately use them, but we must never rely on them ; 
and, since it is so hard to use without too much trusting 
them, we have to watch our hearts with all diligence 
lest visible and material props should gradually transfer 
our reliance from the unseen Christ to themselves. 

Nor must we forget that, as Ezra felt, outsiders who 
have heard our professions are keen critics of our ac- 
tions, and quick to detect inconsistencies. The world 
has a right to expect that faith should be shown in lives 
manifestly superior to worldly good. No doubt, its 
judgments of Christians are often full of malicious glee 


at detecting flaws, but we have no reason to compluin”* 


if they try us by the standard of our professions, and 
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«*T was 
says Ezra. It would do 
us good sometimes to think what some non-Christian 


make the most of our falling short of these. 


ashamed to ask of the king,”’ 


neighbor would be likely to say about some given action 
of ours. 

2. The fast came first, the dispositions for the march 
came second, That is always the right order,—enlist 
God on your side, as the beginning of all successful en- 
terprise, and, unless you feel that he is on your side, do 
not go a step farther. But then let common-sense take 
command, and make all your dispositions wih a@s much 
prudence as you can exercise. Reliance on unseen help 
does not mean neglect of plain precautions. Faith is 
not rashness. So Ezra made special provision for the 
valuables which he had in charge, and told off a com- 
pany of priests, or, as verse 30 puts it, of priests and 
Levites, to be responsible for the safe delivery of the 
wealth in Jerusalem. If the figures in the text are cor- 
rect, the value was great, somewhere about four and a 
half millions of dollars, but there is probably error 
somewhere. Ezra’s charge to the priests based the ex- 
hortation to vigilance on the thought that they and the 
vessels entrusted to them were both consecrated to God, 
and on the further thought that ‘‘ the silver and the gold 
are a free-will offering.’’ 
hands to guard them. 


Holy things must have holy 
The gifts of loving hearts offered 
to God have special sacredness and preciousness in 
God's eyes, and should be carefully guarded and used 
for his glory. Dishonesty or mal-administration are 
peculiarly hideous in regard to them. 

It was a heavy task that these priests and Levites had 
laid on them. By day and night they had to be on the 
watch, and to bear a burden of responsibility. If ene- 
mies had attacked the caravan, their plain duty would 
have been to have died defending the treasure, and their 
task was not ended till they weighed the vessels ‘‘at 
Jerusalem, in the chambers of the house of the Lord.’’ 
No less heavy a task is laid on us, which will end no 
sooner. For-to each of us is entrusted treasure more 
precious than gold and silver, even the treasure of a 
soul that we have to ‘‘ keep with all diligence.’’ Sleep- 
less enemies lurk everywhere, ready to rob us of our- 
selves, and unless we meet them by an unslumbering 
vigilance, our treasure will be filched from us; and 
‘*what shall it profit a man, if he gain the whole world, 
and lose his own soul?’’ There is no cessation of the 
need for ‘‘ watching,’’ if we are to ‘‘ keep’’ the wealth 
entrusted to us, until we reach the courts of the Lord's 
house ; for the liers-in wait are about us up to the very 
gates of the city, and a man may have carried the treas- 
ure safely to the walls, and, at the last moment, may be 
attacked and robbed. And for us, as for these priestly 
guardians of wealth, there will be a ‘‘ weighing ’’ when 
we reach the city, which may well stimulate our vigi- 
lance. 

3. The journey is disposed of very briefly. Accord- 
ing to chapters 7 and 8, it lasted for nearly five months, 
—a slow rate of progress, but not so slow, when all cir- 
cumstances are taken into account, as to occasion sur- 
prise. But the main point to note is that all details are 
wanting, and one thing only is thought worth telling, — 
namely, that ‘‘ the hand of our God was upon us, and 
he delivered us from’ the hand of the enemy, and of 
such as lay in wait by the way.’’ Whether the latter 
expression means that the lurking foes did not attack 
them, or that they attacked and were repulsed, does not 
appear. But, at all 
events, the one outstanding fact, as the long desert tramp 
rises to the narrator's memory, is that God took care of 
them, and that ‘‘every one of them in Zion appeared 
before God.’’ That the net result of the march 
which began in trust, and was carried on in faithful 
watchfulness. 


The words may imply either. 


is 


That may be the net result of our lives, if the same 
faith and vigilance are found in them. The weary 
ploddings, the burning suns, the thirst, the foes slyly 
ambushed or openly assailing, are all left out of the re- 
membrance, or only so far remembered as to serve as 
the dark background, which makes more lustrous the 
great fact filling the foreground of the retrospect, that, 
‘*in all their affliction he was afflicted, and the angel 
of his presence saved them.'’ So it may be with us all ; 
So it will be with us all if we 
set out with the conviction that ‘‘ the hand of our God 
is upon all them for good that seek him,"’ 


so may it be with us all ! 


and pursue 
our journey, watching and keeping ‘‘that good thing 


which is committed to’’ us, until, in the chambers of 
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the house at Jerusalem, the God who ‘is a God of 
knowledge "’ weighs that which we have brought with 
us out of life. 

Fallowfield, Manchester, England. 
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The Senior Bible Class 


By Professor Frank K. Sanders, Ph.D. 


Editor's Note.—A leafiet giving ample directions for the wise 
conduct of a senior Bible class, and a list of books which will 
be useful to such a class following the present lessons, will be 
sent free by the Editor of The Sunday Schoo! Times, to -~ one, 
upon request. Each week's issue of The Sunday School Times 
will be needed by every member of a class that is following the 
course. Free specimen copies of any issue will be sent, on 
application, to any cne who desires to introduce this course. 
Any book mentioned in the list or during the course of the studies 
may be purchased from The Sunday School Times, 


Ezra 7 and 8 


I, THE GENERAL PREPARATION. 
[For each member of the Bible class.] 

According to the order of chapters in Ezra-Nehemiah, 
the first event recorded in biblical history after the long 
interval of silence was the expedition of Ezra the scribe 
and reformer from Babylon to Jerusalem. It was a 
movement inspired by noble motives and carried out in 
a spirit of self-sacrifice and of religious zeal. Sifice 
nothing is directly related by the historian concerning 
the events which led up to this important pilgrimage, 
we must employ inference and conjecture with some 
freedom. The majority of writers assume that the order 
of the narrative in Ezra-Nehemiah is the chronological 
order ; namely, Ezra’s expedition (Ezra 7, 8) ; his refor- 
mation (Ezra 9, 10) ; Nehemiah’s first governorship and 
the building of the wall(Neh. 1 to 6) ; the repopulation of 
the city and the adoption of the law (Neh. 7 to 11 : 2); 
Nehemiah's second governorship (Neh. 13). Some very 
strong reasons can be given, however, against this order 
of events, and in favor of placing the expedition of Ezra 
later than the work of Nehemiah, the ‘‘ seventh year”’ 
of Ezra 7 : 8 being, not the seventh year of the reign of 
Artaxerxes I (that is, 457 B.C.), but the seventh year of 
Artaxerxes II (that is, 397 B.C.). In such case, the or- 
der of events becomes: (1) Nehemiah’s first governor- 
ship and the rebuilding of the wall ; (2) his regulations 
for Jerusalem's defense and repopulation ; (3) his sec- 
ond governorship and varied reform measures; (4) 
Ezra’s expedition ; (5) the adoption of the law ; (6) the 
thorough reform of the community. 

The Book of Ezra-Nehemiah is made up, as already 
indicated in an earlier study (for Sunday, August 27), 
from a variety of sources, and at a time much later than 
the events described. Its author seems to have been 
intent upon certain outstanding events, rather than upon 
a detailed and careful history of the times. It is only 
fair to say that either view of the true order of events is 
possible. We shall treat the passages in their usual 
order. 

The introduction of Ezra the scribe is the importation 
of a new factor in Judaism. The scribal order grew 
out of the conditions of Jewish life in Babylonia and 
Persia. Their theory of a true religious life and of the 
best methods of its maintenance made them champions 
of formalism. But they were heroes in their way. 
When the opportunity for a genuine reform at Jerusalem 
offered, they seized it. 


Il. REFERENCE LITERATURE. 
[These references are collated for thegbenefit of those who are able to 
secure and use one or two good reference books. For a list which speci- 


fies a wide range of books, see the Editor’s note above. The success of 
the work is not dependent on the purchase of any books whatever; they 
are to be regarded as an aid highly recommended to those who are able 
to consult thein.] 

The argument for the usual arrangement of the order 
of events and a brilliant interpretation of their develop- 
ment is given by Hunter (Vol. I, pp. 265-318), also in a 
condensed sketch by Bruce (pp. 86-93). Professor Kent's 
History (pp. 195-204) states with great clearness and with 
equal skill the other standpoint. 

III. QUESTIONS FOR STUDY AND DISCUSSION. 

[To be allotted, in advance, by the leader, for careful consideration, to 
members of the class. The references in brackets are to the other lesson 
helps in this issue of The Sunday School Times.] 

1. The Interval of Silence. (1.) Was it an interval, 
from the standpoint of Judaism, of inertness, or of growth ? 
How long did the period last? [Lesson Surroundings : 
last J. G 1.] 

2. The Missionary Zeal of ‘‘Outstde’’ Israel. (2.) 
What causes would naturally awaken and sustain such a 
(3.) What are the 
varying views as to the first one to open intercourse be- 


McLaren : 


feeling toward Judea and Jerusalem ? 


tween the Jews at home and abroad ? 





633 


3. The Order of Scribes. (4.) From Kent, Hunter, 
or Stanley, or from a Bible dictionary, look up the ques- 
tion of the probable origin and particular duties of these 
men [Geikie : 4 3, 4]. (5.) Make an estimate of their 
relative importance in the Jewish community. Were 
they on a par with the priesthood ? 

4. Ezra the Priest and Scribe. (6.) From what mo- 
tives did he organize his expedition? (7 : 10, 27, 28.) 
(7.) What impression does the rapid reading of chapters 
7 and 8 give us of his personality ? 

5. /fis Companions. (8.) ‘‘The names indicate that 
they were enlisted widely from the different lands of the 
dispersion.’ Consider the basis of this statement of 
Should they be called ad- 
venturers, or pilgrims ? [Geikie: { 5.] 

6. Their Journey. (9.) What incidents of the jour- 
ney justified Ezra’s frequent comment, ‘‘and the hand 
of our God was upon us"? ? [Geikie ; last . 
4,5. Wright: last §. McLaren: 3, ¥ 1.] 

7. The Spirit of the Expedition. (10.) How was this 
manifested after it reached Jerusalem ? 


Professor Kent in 8 : 1-14. 


Warren : 


IV. SoME LEADING THOUGHTS. 
[For general discussion under the direction of the leader.] 

Ezra’s movement was a culmination of centuries of 
development. God prepares very slowly for real revo- 
lutions. 

Men of one idea have their place in the world’s ac- 
tivity, although they are not, as a rule, permanently use- 
ful. They make things move. 
been of this type. 


Ezra seems to have 


No more sublime self-sacrifice was shown by any 
band of Puritans or Pilgrims than by this band of fifteen 
hundred religious enthusiasts. 

Yale University. 
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Teaching Hints 


By A. F. Schauffler, D.D. 
Difficulties Call for Courage, not Cowardice 


F Ezra had been a coward, he would never have ac- 
Had he looked at the 
difficulties in the way, he never would have started for 
Jerusalem, for the journey was long and dangerous. It 
lasted for four months, and he knew that there were 
many robbers in the way, and that he was especially ex- 
posed to them, for he carried about four million dollars 
in treasure in his caravan. But he trusted in his God, 
and took courage, and in the end he succeeded in getting 
to Jerusalem in safety. 


complished what he did. 


What he did in his line of duty we may do in ours. I 
was talking lately with a Christian worker who told me 
of all the difficulties in the way of Sunday-school work 
in his village. As a result, he had given up trying to 
do much. But he was only an example of many in 

They say, ‘‘ There is a lion in the way ; a 
lion is in the streets,’’ 


these days. 
and then they lie down and go to 
Now, 
Ezra is that difficulties are 
not to daunt us, but to stimulate us to more of effort. 
The world has many examples of boys and girls who have 


sleep, instead of starting out to kill the lion. 
what we need to learn from 


succeeded because they have faced the difficulties that 
What we 
want to know first is that we are in the path of duty, and 
then we must let no obstacles daunt us. 


confronted them, and have overcome them. 


There is another lesson that we may learn from this 
story of the experiences of Judah, and that is that mere 
The 
temple in Jerusalem had long been completed, but Ezra 


outward things will not insure our spiritual welfare. 


found that the people had gone off once more into idola- 
trous marriage alliances, and there was danger that they 
would fall into idolatry themselves, as their fathers did. 
To this Ezra put a stop. See next chapter. Just so we 
are in danger all the time of mistaking the outward for 
the inward. How many church buildings have we 
the United States? 187,100. Are our people, 
then, all that they should be? it. In spite 
of these churches, there are still millions in the land 


who never go inside of a church. 


in 
Far from 
But do all that go to 


Alas ! are 
many thousands of church-goers who are anything but 


church live as they should? no. There 


what they should be. In fact, some of the greatest ras- 
cals in the land go to church regularly. These people 
They mistake 
the outward for the inward, and so are hypocrites. 


‘have a name to live, but are dead.’’ 
In- 
deed, it may be that in this very school there are some 


such people. Indeed, it may be that you yourself are 
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among that number, for it may be that you go to church, 
and yet do not worship God in spirit when you get there. 
How stands the matter with you? If things are not 
right, then learn from this lesson that nothing but true 
inward worship is well pleasing to God, and no amount 
of church-going will make up for genuine heart-worship. 
New York City. 
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Hints for the Intermediate Teacher 
By Faith Latimer 


ECALL from Lesson 9 of the previous quarter the 
permission of Cyrus, king of the Persian empire 
and of Babylon, and his proclamation that any Jews who 
wished to do so might go to Jerusalem. How many 
started in the first company who returned from exile? 
Those Jews who chose to remain in Babylon, what did 
Cyrus bid them do? Who was the leader who became 
governor in Jerusalem, and laid the foundations of the 
temple? How did Cyrus himself help the work ? 

Two-Thirds of a Century Later.—Was the temple 
completed in the time of Zerubbabel, or the rebuilding 
of the city wall? What were some of the discourage- 
ments of more years than the time of captivity in Baby- 
lon had been ? 
saved the Jews? He was succeeded by his son Arta- 
xerxes, called Longimanus, or ‘‘ The Longhanded.’’ In 
Jerusalem there were times of hardship and poverty, 
while those Jews who had remained in Babylon had 
many 2f them become rich and independent. 

Esra the Scribe.—He was an earnest lover of his own 
people, and resolved to improve the condition of those 
in Jerusalem, 
the high-priest, a scholar and ‘‘a ready scribe.’’ 


Who was king of Persia when Esther 


He was a direct descendant from Aaron 
The 
work of a scribe was to copy the law, and Ezra ‘‘set his 
heart’’ upon doing these three things : ‘‘ To seek the 
law, to do the law, and to teach the law.'’ He meant 
not only to be a correct copyist of the Scripture, but, as 
a thorough student, to understand its meaning, to obey 
the law himself, and to teach it understandingly to 
others, —three necessary qualifications for teaching, now 
as in the olden time, before Bibles were printed and 
distributed everywhere. His life had beer in Babylon, 
where learning flourished. .He resolved to go to Jeru- 
salem, taking with him men and families whose influence 
would be of service in many ways. 

Esra’'s Request Granted.—The king's consent was 
needed for the movement Ezra had long planned. As 
with Cyrus, king of Persia, so the heart of Artaxerxes 
was moved to favor Jerusalem. Read the seventh chap- 
ter, verses 11-28, and find a copy of the decree of the 
king given to Ezra, and also the scribe’s thanks to the 
Lord who ‘* put such a thing as this in the king’s heart.’’ 
Ezra cheerfully went on with strong hope as he gathered 
many of the chief men of Israel to go to Jerusalem. 

The Start.—The place where the travelers should 
come together, and from which they were to start, was 
Ahava, a river or canal not far from Babylon. What 
did Ezra appoint there, to be observed by all the as- 
He would have them be humble before the 
Lord, praying him to guide them in a straight way, and 
save from harm every one, even the little ones and the 
treasure they were to carry.. Ezra did not ask a band of 
soldiers and cavalry to go with them across the desert, 
to dcfend them from highway robbers. Why not? 

Business in Religion, Religion in Business.—FEira 
chose twelve of the chief priests, and made them a com- 


sembly ? 


mittee of safety, or financial board of trustees, to be re- 
sponsible for the gold and silver. Ezra trusted in God's 
care, but he knew that each man must be trustworthy in 
worldly matters. He was exact, methodical, practical, 
The sitver and gold, not then always 
coined, was in solid bars, and was all weighed and accu- 
rately counted in the presence of all the priests and 
others. So were the holy vessels for use in the temple, 
made of silver and gold, bowls of gold and two vessels 
of bright brass, precious as gold, all weighed and in- 
voiced, 


as he was pious. 


Ezra reminded the priests that they were men 
of holy calling, and the treasure was holy, a free-will 
offering unto the Lord. Ezra gave a solemn charge to 
the trustees that they should watch and guard the treas- 
ure until it was weighed again before princes and priests 
in Jerusalem, in the chambers of the house of the Lord. 
Our Golden Text, the words Ezra had said tothe king 
in Babylon, were all fulfilled in the four months’ jour- 
ney to Jerusalem, and the weighing of the treasure all 
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Ezra the scribe was an unsel- 
fish hero, a scholar, and a prudent leader, sternly con- 
sistent and obedient to the Lord, faithfully using every 
means to revive the declining piety of the nation. 


found correct as written. 


Louisville, Ky. 
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Hints for the Primary Teacher 
By Annie S. Harlow 


ENTRAL TrutTH.—God is good to them that seek 
him. 

Introduction.—\ have a friend who has a choice plant 
that she cares for very tenderly and successfully. 
times she puts it into the warm sunshine. 
why ? 


Some- 
Do you know 
Because the sunshine is good for it. Again she 
Why ? 
Should you call 
at the house early in the morning, you would probably 
see the plant looking like a child just fresh from a bath. 
Why is so much care taken to keep it always moist? 
Secause water is good for it. 


draws the shade, and shuts off the sunlight. 
Too much sunshine is not good for it. 


But in the summer the 
plant is not watered at alls but it is laid on its side under 
the tree, and allowed to dry. Can you tell why that is 
done ? is good for it. Sometimes the 
plant is growing very rapidly, 
and with her scissors cuts off the ends of the branches. 
Do you know why she does it? 


Because resting 
friend comes, when the 


Because that is good 
for it, and will cause it to branch out instead of growing 
tall and slender. Her hand is always upon the plant 
for good, and reminds one of a wise mother’s care of 
her child, and our kind heavenly Father's care of all 
who seek to obey him. ‘‘ The hand of our God is upon 
all them for good that seek [to please] him."’ 

Don’t you remember, in last Sunday's lesson, how 
God's hand was upon his people for good when he 
opened a way out of the trouble that Haman had brought 
upon them? In our lesson for to-day we shall see again 
how God's hand was good upon the people who sought 
to please him. 

Down in Babylon lived a man named Ezra, who was 
a priest, and also a scribe, or one who wrote copies of the 
Word of God, and explained it to the people. The 
scribe was a very important person, for, in those days, 
they had no printed books; and but few could read the 
rolls (show model) that were written. Ezra not only 
read the Word to others, but he studied it for himself, that 
he might know what God would have him do. He 
thought of the Jews over in Jerusalem. It was nearly 
eighty years since the company under Zerubbabel and 
Joshua had laid the foundation of the house of God (les- 
son picture for September 3), and many of those people 
were dead, and those who were left had become discour- 
aged, and neglected God's house and his Word. They 
had forgotten to seek to please the Lord, who had done 
great things for them, and had gone into ways of sorrow 
and ef sin. They had sore need that some one should 
teach them of God and what he desired of them, and 
that they should be told that God is good to all them 
that seek him. 

As Ezra thought of them, his heart burned to go over 
and help these people, but he was a captive, and could 
not leave the land without the king’s permission. The 
king not only gave Ezra the privilege of going himself, 
but he also allowed all the Jews who so desired it to go 
with him. Nor was thateall. God opened the heart of 
the king to give the people gold and silver to carry with 
them for the temple, and letters to the king's treasure- 
houses on the way, that all that was needful (to a certain 
amount) for the journey and for the temple services 
might be given them. Don’t you see how the hand of 
God was upon them for good? ‘‘ The hand of our God,” 
etc. We have the same wonderful heavenly Father. 
Don't you think we ought to try harder to please him ? 
He has given us more than he gave these Jews. ‘‘God 
so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son,’’—to us,—while they had only the promise of his 
coming. 

Don't you feel, as Ezra did, that you would like to tell 
others of him, and of what he will do for them that seek 
him? 

Ezra knew that the journey to Jerusalem would be 
long, and through a dangerous country where many rob- 
bers would be hiding, but he would not ask the king to 
send strong soldiers with them, for he remembered that 
the hand of the Lord would guide and keep them. He 
called together the people who were going with him by 
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the side of a river (tents by river) on the border of 
Babylon, and, like Esther fifteen years before, spent 
three days in prayer, committing themselves to God ; 
then they started bravely out on their journey. 

The good hand of our God was upon them, and he 
kept them from the hand of the enemy, and from all the 
robbers by the way ; and they came to Jerusalem with 
all their treasures of gold and silver, which were safzly 
delivered in the temple. Then all the people came to- 
gether at the temple, and rejoiced in God's goodness. 

God will guide those who seek him through all the 
journey of life, and, at its close, heaven will ring with 
praises for his goodness. Do you want him to guide 
you? ‘The hand of our God is upon all them for good 
that seek him."’ 

Philadelphia. 
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A Supplemental Question Course 


In and Out of the Lesson 


By John B. Smith 


HAT four books does ‘‘Gep-c*’ stand for? (Gal., 
Eph., Phil., Col.) Say their names backwards, 
Recite them forwards. 

2. Recite the five Ts. (1 and 2 Thess., 1 and 2 Tim., 
Titus.) Recite them backwards. Forwards again. 

3. Name the first eight books of the New Testament. 
(Matt. to 2 Cor.) Name them backwards, 
again. 

4. Name the five Ts (1 and 2 Thess., 1 and 2 Tim., 


Forwards 


Titus), Name the last two Epistles that we have called 
Pauline (Phil. and Heb.). Name the fourteen Pauline 
Epistles. 


5. Name the General Epistles ( James to Jude). 
them backwards. Forwards again. 

6. Name an Epistle which bears the name of a 
person. Name another. Another. 

7. How many Epistles bear the names of persons? 
(Eleven.) Which is the first of these Epistles ? (1 Tim.) 
Which is the last? (Jude.) 

8. Give the names of these eleven Epistles (1 and 2 
Tim., Titus, Phil, James, 1 and 2 Pet., 1, 2, and 3 
John, Jude). Name the four one-chapter books (Phil., 
2 and 3 John, Jude). Let us say together the entire list 
of New Testament books (Matt. to Rev.). 

g. Who was called the beloved disciple? (John.) 
What John said, ‘* Behold the Lamb of God’’ ? (John'the 
Baptist.) Who was called the forerunner of Christ? 
(John the Baptist.) 

10. Which disciple’s name means a rock? (Peter.) 
Who is called the doubting disciple? (Thomas.) Who 
is said to have chosen the good part ? (Mary.) 

11. Who is said to have been careful and troubled 
about many things ? (Martha.) Who is called the Father 
of the Faithful? (Abraham.) Who is called the Friend 
of God? (Abraham.) 

12. Who is called the meekest man? (Moses.) The 
strongest man? (Samson.) The oldest man? (Methu- 
selah. ) 

13. In what Bible book is our lesson to-day? Upon 
whom does our Golden Text say the hand of God will 
always be for good ? (Answer by reciting Golden Text.) 
Why not all seek good that way, and only that way: 
Next Sunday please bring Bibles, and we will practice 
finding references. 


Name 


Berlin, Conn. 
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The Superintendent’s Review 


By the Rev. E. Morris Fergusson 








OF THE 
TRUSTEES 


1899 


AUDITED 

















Cover the ‘‘report’’ with a sheet of paper, to be re- 
moved as the lesson review begins. 

Who are the trustees of this church ? 
president ? the treasurer ? 


Who is the 
When were they elected ? 








October 7, 1899 


When will the next election for trustees take place? sary to cut at the root 


What do the trustees do ? 

We have learned about some trustees to-day. A trustee 
is one who is entrusted with something. There were 
twelve trustees appointed by Ezra to take care of—what? 
What did he tell them to do? How did they know how 
much gold and silver they had? It was a solemn charge 
and a responsible task. 

There are a great many trustees in the world. Here 
are these trustees of ours, for instance. Whatare they 
entrusted with? For whose benefit ? Why, for the 
church and congregation, you and me. Your teacher is 
a trustee, entrusted with the work of teaching you the 
Bible. When your mother sends you to pay the grocery 
bill you are a trustee, and so when she gives you the 
baby to mind. Be a good trustee ; don't let him fall 
and bump his head. 

Trustees are always responsible to somebody. 
trustees are responsible to the church that elected them. 
Ezra’s trustees were responsible to him and to the high- 
priest at Jerusalem. The teacher is responsible to the 
superintendent. You are responsible to your mother, or 
to the person that gave you the trust. Now, it is the 
duty of trustees to be faithful. Were those priests and 
Levites faithful? Are our trustees faithful? Are you 
faithful? But it is also the duty of the overseers to 
watch the trustee, and see that he is faithful. Those 
priests were holy men, but, all the same, Ezra took care 
to ascertain that the gold was all there when they reached 
Jerusalem. How? What is this on the board? Every 
year they make a —? And the treasurer's report is —? 
(Point.) Do we think he is going to steal ? No, but we 
audit his accounts ; it is our duty todoso. If all bank 
directors did that as they should, a good deal of money 
would never have been stolen. 

You and I are trustees for God. 
us something in trust,—what ? (Accept various answers, ) 
Are we true to our trust? Will he audit our account? 
When he does; will he say, ‘* Well done”’ ? 


Trenton, N. J. 


Our 


He has given each of 
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Suggested Hymns and Psalms 
(References in parentheses are to ‘‘ Bible Songs *’) 
* God is my strong salvation.”’ Psalm 25 : 1-10, 
** Nearer, my God, to thee.” Ped _ (33 + 5.) 
** Onward, Christian soldiers." Salm 33 ‘20-2, 10-3 


; ; rr (45 : 8-ro, 14-16.) 
‘‘A mighty fortress is my God: Psalm 138 : 1-3,%6-8. 
**T need thee every hour.’’ 


(205 : 1, 2, 5, 6.) 
“The Lord will provide.”” Psalm 28: 1, 2, 6-9 
“ Rejoice in the Lord."’ 


(38 : 1, 2, 6, 7.) 
Psalm 34 : 1-9. 
**Oh that the Lord would guide my ways." 


(46 : 1-4.) 
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Question Hints 
By Amos R. Wells 


EVIEW.—Under what king was the first return from 
captivity? Under what Jewish leader? What 

did this band of returned exiles accomplish at Jerusa- 
lem? How long before the second return, under Ezra? 

The picture of a Puritan : 

1. His Faitu (Ezra 7: 1 to 8 : 20).—To what class 
did Ezra belong? Under what king did he live? What 
was Ezra’s character? (7 : 10.) What Jewish influences, 
powerful at court, may have helped Ezra? What great 
favors did the king add to his permission to return? To 
what source did Ezra ascribe all this good fortune? 
(7 : 27, 28.) How many joined themselves to Ezra? 

2. His COURAGE (vs. 21-23, 31).—Where may the 
river Ahava have been? What was the advantage of 
the fast? For what were they praying? (v. 23.) Why 
was Ezra ashamed to ask for an armed escort? In what 
ways should all Christians show to the world their trust 
in God ? What were the dangers of the journey ? 
did the pilgrims fare ? 

3- His RIGHTEOUSNESS (vs. 24-30).—What was the 
value of the talent? of the dram (daric)? of all their 
treasure? What are ‘‘freewill offerings’’ ? (v. 28.) 
Why was this money ‘‘ weighed’’ ? What were the ad- 
vantages of having so much money? Why did not 
Ezra keep it in his own hands? What were ‘the 
chambers of the house of the Lord ' ? 

4. His STERNNESS (Ezra 8: 33, to the end).—How 
did they celebrate their return ? What sad condition of 
affairs did Ezra find? What evils, in the past, had 
come from such heathen marriages? Why was it neces- 


How 
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of the evil? How did Ezra 
bring about a reform? What, on the whole, are the 
chief points in Ezra’s character to be imitated ? 

Boston. 
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Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By the late Dr. William Wright 


ri STRAIGHT Way, For Us, AND FOR OuR CHIL- 
DREN.'’—The Israelites had departed from 
Babylon on the first day of the first month, and they 
reached Jerusalem on the first day of the fifth month 
(Ezra 7:9). The distance from Babylon in a directline 
was about five hundred and twenty miles, but the cir- 
cuitous route by Carchemish and the Orontes valley 
would have been four hundred miles longer. The cara- 
van had straggled along slowly for nine days to Ahava, 
and the people had a foretaste of the terrible journey 
that lay before them. 
‘‘AND TWENTY BOWLS OF GOLD.’ 


—In the Egyptian 
inscriptions recounting the various campaigns of the 
Pharaohs in northern Syria, there is always a list of the 
bowls of silver and gold and other vessels that were 
secured as booty. Much of the wealth of the time con- 
sisted of*such vessels, just as a large portion of Oriental 
wealth, at the present time, is preserved in jewels for 
personal adornment. 

‘*HE DELIVERED US FROM THE HAND OF THE EN- 
EMy.’’ —If the caravan traveled by the long route through 
Carchemish and the Orontes valley, they passed through 
a region inhabited by fierce and hardy warriors, accus- 
tomed to contend every foot of the way with invading 
armies, whether from Egypt or Babylon. In accordance 
with their hereditary instincts, they would be ready to 
pounce on the caravan unless restrained by the king of 
Babylon or the hand of God. 1 think; however, they 
took the shorter desert route, and there the Bed’ween 
would resent their lingering by their pastures, which 
they must have done, and, unless heavily bribed, de- 
spoiled them of all that they possessed. By the longer 
route, the people still cherished the bandit traditions of 
By the shorter, the Arab hordes 
acknowledged no law but that of the strong hand, 
and it seems that the God-of Israel put forth his strong 
hand to shield and save his people. 


Loudon, England. 
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Lesson Plan 
Topic: New Helpers in New Emergencies 


Analysis 
I, DIVINE HELP SECURED (vs. 21-23). 

1. A Fast Proctaimed: 

Then I proclaimed a fast there (21). 
He proclaimed a fast throughout all Judah (2 Chron. 20: 3). 
They proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth (Jonah 3: 5). 
2. Humility Desired : 

That we might humble ourselves before our God (21). 


How long wilt thou refuse to humble thyself? (Exod. 1o 


:3-) 
Humble yourselves... F 


urider the mighty hand of God (1 Pet. 5 : 
3- Guidance Sought: 

To seck of hima straight way (21). 
Make thy way plain before my face (Psa. 5 : 8). 
Lead me in a plain path (Psa. 27: 12). 
4. Consisteacy Maintained : 

1 was ashamed to ask, ... because we had spoken (22). 
But if not, ... we will not serve thy gods (Dan, 3: 18). 
We cannot but speak the things which we saw (Acts 4 : 20). 
5. Entreaty Rewarded: 

We fasted and besought oux God:... he was intreated (23). 
I sought the Lord, and he answered me (Psa. 34: 4). 
Seek, and ye shall find ( Matt. 7 : 7). 

Il. HUMAN HELP EMPLOYED (vs. 24, 28-30). 

1. Suitable Men: 

I separated twelve of the chiefs of the priests (24). 
Take you wise men... 
Look ye out... men.. 


and I will make them heads (Deut. 1: r3). 
- whom we may appoint (Acts 6 : 3). 
2. Solemniy Consecrated: 
/ said unto them, Ye are holy unto the Lord (28), 
They shall be holy unto their God (Lev. 21 : 6). 
We will continue steadfastly in prayer (Acts 6 : 4). 
3- Distinctly Cautioned : 
Watch ye, and keep them (29). 
Be strong and of a good courage ( Josh. 1: 6). 
Watch and pray (Mark 14 : 38). 
4- Fully Responsible : 
Until ye weigh them before the chiefs. . . at Jerusalem (29). 


For all . . . God will bring thee into judgment (Eccl. 11 : 9). 
Render the account of thy stewardship (Luke 16 : 2). 


a 
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8. Detiberately Responsive : 
So the priests... received... the silver and the gold (30). 
Then I said, Here am I; send me (Isa. 6: 8). 
We sought to go, ... concluding that God had called us (Acts 
16: 10). 


Ill. MATERIAL HELP UTILIZED (vs. 25-27). 


1. Silver: 

Weighed unio them the silver (25). 
Abraham weighed ... four hundred shekels (Gen. 23 : 16). 
I... weighed him. , . seventeen shekels of silver ( Jer. 32: 9). 
2. Gold: 

Weighed unto them... the gold (25). 
Gold by weight for the vessels of gold (1 Chron. 28 : 14). 
And some... gave... twenty thousand darics of gold (Neh. 7: 71). 
3- Utensils: 

Weighed unto them... the vessels (25). 
‘The vessels .,. were five thousand and four hundred (Ezra 1: 11), 
‘The vessels... deliver thou before the God of Jerusalem (Ezra 

7: 19). 

4- Offerings: 

The offering for the house of our God (25). 
The freewill offering for the house of God (Ezra 1r: 
‘The freewill offering of the people (Ezra 7 : 16), 


4 


4). 


IV. PERSISTENT EXERTION REWARDED (vs. 31, 32). 


1. Departure : 
Then we departed from the river of Ahava (31). 
All the hosts of the Lord went out. . 


of Egypt (lxod. 12 : 41). 
These... 


went up out of the captivity (Ezra 2: 1). 
2. Deliverance: 

He delivered us from... 
The angel of the Lord... delivereth them (Psa. 34 : 7). 
‘lhe Lord hath sent forth his angel and delivered me (Acts 12 : 11), 


. the lier in wait by the way (31). 


3. Arrival: 
We came to Jerusalem, and abode there (32). 
Our feet are standing within thy gates, O Jerusalem (Psa. 122: 2). 
‘The boy Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem (Luke 2 : 43). 
TOPIC FOR THE QUARTER: Varied Experiences under Jeho- 
vah’s Administration, 
GOLDEN TEXT FOR THE QUARTER: Bless the Lord, O my 
soul, and forget not all his benefits. 


Psa. 103 : 2. 
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International Home Readings 


Mon.—Ezra 7 : 6-20. ‘The king's decree. 
TUFs.—Ezra 7: 21-28. ‘The king's gifts. 
WED.—Ezra 8 : 21-32. Ezra's journey to Jerusalem, 
TMURS.—Ezrag: 1-9. IMzra’s prayer. 
FRI.—Earag: 10-15. The prayer continued. 


SAT.—Psa. 46: I-1r. 
SuNn.—2 Cor. 6: 11-18, 


God our refuge. 


Be separate. 


(These Home Readings are the selections of the International Bible 
Reading Association.) 
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Books and Ulriters 


Ever-Progressive Missions 


INCE the issue of the famous memorial volume, by 
the American Board, which gathered up the social, 
political, and intellectual results of mission work, there 
have not been lacking contributions to this broad and 
interesting theme. It is safe to say, however, that none 
have approached in real significance the great work, 
almost a library in itself, of Dr. Dennis, CAristian Mis- 
sions and Social Progress (New York: Fleming H. 
Revell Company. 3 vols. $2.50 per vol.), of which the 
second volume has recently appeared. It reviews, as 
the title indicates, the sociological and humanitarian 
points of view, but with a survey of all foreign fields 
and of every effective agency, which gives an inefface- 
able impression of the broad range of Christian mis- 
sions, of the strength and co-operative character of the 
work of to-day, and of the wonderful results, not only in 
the production of a higher moral tone and of a more 
favorable social environment throughout the pagan 
world, but also in the redemption of nations, communi- 
ties, and individuals. This second volume treats exten- 
sively, and with generous illustration, the"effect of mission 
work in transforming the character, ideas, and habits of 
pagan peoples, and considers in part the direct contri- 
butions to social progress thus reached in the sphere of 
individual character, family life, and philanthropy. 
The author has a remarkable grasp of his subject, and 
develops it in a way no less interesting than instructive. 
No missionary library can afford to omit his monumen- 
tal work. It would be a much appreciated gift to a 
working missionary,—a storehouse of suggestion and 
cheer. The publishers have spared no pains or ex- 
pense to make the volumes attractive and valuable. 
The remarkable record of the Church Missionary So- 
ciety for a hundred years makes the official record by its 
editorial secretary, Zhe History of the Church Missionary 
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Society; Its Znvironment, Its Men, and | 


Its Work (London: Church Missionary 
3 vols. 6s. net each), of more 
than denominational value. 


Society. 
It is practi- 
cally a history of the growth of. an in- 
terest in missions, and uf the development 
of missionary principles and methods by 
the slow and painful process of experi- 
ment. One who desires to get into touch 
with the progress of the century just 
closing will obtain his wish through these 
well-written volumes, Few societies have 
taken so wide a range of activity. 
biographical and political elements are 
interesting. ‘Such heroic lives as those 
of Selwyn, Heber, or Wilberforce ; such 


crises as the social reforms in India un- | 


der Bentwick, the mutiny of 1857, the 
struggle over the policy of the British em- 
pire towards religious teaching, the rise of 


the Brahmo Samaj,—are only a few of the | 


It is another work well 
worthy of a judiciously chosen library. 


notable topics. 


A very compact and readable yet com- | 


prehensive introduction to the study of 
the history, principles, and present con- 
dition of Protestant missions, is that by a 
missionary in active service in India,— 
Missionary Expansion since the Refor- 
mation (New York: Fleming H. Revell 
Company. $1.25). 
ten, well illustrated and printed, and can- 


It is attractively writ- 


| at Port-Royal des Champs. 
The 
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Port-Royal Education: A Sketch of its His- | 


tory. with Extracts from its Leading Authors. 
Edited by Félix Cadet. 12mo, pp. 406. 
Syracuse, N. Y.: C. W. Bardeen. $1.50. 


Port-Royal was an institution founded 
as a monastery for nuns, in 1204, near 
Versailles, France. 


It became famous as | 


an institution for the education ot French | 
girls in high life. It deteriorated, and was | 


reformed by a sister of the great Arnauld. 
A branch institution was founded some 
centuries later, and a new abbey erected 
When the 
nuns removed to the new abbey, the old 
monastery was occupied by the Jansen- 
ists, who founded a school which also be- 
came very famous. These schools, how- 
ever, had but a short and troubled exist- 
ence. Their real organization dates from 
1646, and they were closed by the king's 
in 1661. The small book 
edited by Félix Cadet contains sketches of 
the famous teachers who figured there, 
together with extracts from their writings. 
The volume is not in any sense a working 


command 


book for teachers, but for those who are 
interested in the history of educational 


movements, as well as in the personal bi- | something solid to ruminate upon. 


is twofold,—the external evil of persecu- 
tion and the internal evil of isolation.’’ 

Mr. Zangwill’s article bristles with these | 
incisive sentences, which are characteris- | 
tic of his style. 
estine,’’ 


‘« The case against Pal- 
he says, ‘‘is indeed so black 
that one is tempted to say that Zionism 
would be practicable but for Zion.’’ 
Very forcibly does he put it that the 
deepest reason of anti-Semitism is simply 


| 
| 
} 
that the word ‘‘Jew"’ exists. 


‘« Nothing | 


|. gratifies the mob more than to get a sim- | 


| nomenon, and the word ‘Jew’ is always | 


ple name to account for a complex phe- 


| 


| at hand to explain the never-absent mala- 


ographies of men who have played a con- | 
| 


| spicuous part in the religious discussions | 


Netherlands, 
book is well worth reading and owning. 


of France and the 


not fail to be serviceable in stimulating an | 


interest in the more detailed study of 
mission work. On the general history of 
missions, and concerning its great lead- 
ers, the volume leaves little detail to be 
added. 
increase its value for the student or reader. 

Belle M. Brain's story of the Sandwich 
Islands, Zhe 7ransformation of Hawaii 
(New York: Fleming H. Revell Com- 


Excellent maps and illustrations 


pany. $1), does not claim to be a rival of 
Professor Blackman's scientific history, 
but tells for young people the thrilling 
story of the gift of a Christian nation to 
the world. 
illustrated, and full of suggestion. It be- 
longs to the shelf in the library set apart 
of 


for the romantic side mission work. 


Such a well-told story is a cause for con- 


gratulation. 

A volume dealing with a special theme, 
but of real scientific value, is by the Rev. 
E. Storrow,—Our Sisters in India (New 
York: Fleming H. Revell Company. 
$1.25). It is written by a veteran mission- 
ary of India, not merely from his own ex- 
perience, but after a thorough investiga- 
tion. It sets forth the conditions under 
which Hindoo women have to live, but is 
made much more valuable by the careful 
explanations of the origin of these con- 
ditions. of 
seem judicious and impartial. He recog- 
nizes the fact that one from the West 
cannot fairly judge the Orient from his 
own standpoint. 


The opinions the author 


Dr. Lorimer's sermon, preached at San 
Francisco last May befere the Baptist mis- 
sionary and publication societies, CAris- 
tianity as a World- Power (Philadelphia : 
Baptist 
Paper, 10 cents), is breezy, earnest, and 
full of tonic. 
and the responsibility of Christianity as a 


American Publication Society. 


The uniqueness, the power, 


world-power, he makes very clear. The 
sermon has been daintily printed, and is 
well worthy of wide circulation. As a 


companion volume may be mentioned the 


poem written by Professor Franklin John- 


son, of the University of Chicago, for the 
Baptist anniversary of 1896, Zhe Home 
Missionaries (published by the author. 30 
cents). It embalms in verse the heroic 
although often homely deeds of the pio- 


necr missionaries to tne Northwest. 


It is very interesting, well | 


% 
The Young Citizen. By Charles F. Dole. 
12mo, illustrated, pp. xvi, 194. Boston: 
Db. C. Heath & Co. 45 cents. 


Mr. Dole aims at reaching the younger 
classes in our schools, and at making real 
and intelligible to them the great com- 

| mon interests of the country. His book 
is divided into chapters which deal with 
some phase of the subject—the mayor, 
the police, the public money, and the 

The 
illustrations are generally good, but, with 

| seventeen 


like—in simple and easy language. 

of them taken from Boston, 
room might have been found for the great 
public playground on the Charles River. 
Mr. Dole strikes the right level for in- 

| teresting the young, and has produced 
a usetul book. 
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Literary Notes and News 


Writers of stories for 
young children, and 
primary Sunday-school 
teachers too, often feel that when a story 
which it is told to the 
the moral must be distinctly 


| Letting the Moral 
Alone 


has a moral in 
children, 
pointed out to them, or even repeated in 
abstract terms. The famous story of the 
Pied Piper of Hamelin is rendered in sim- 
ple prose by Mrs. Elsa Hofer Schreiber in 


the Child Garden for September. The 


the | 








dies of the body politic. . . . The ere 
less noble Jews in every age and clime do | 
not seem able to reach down to the popu- 
lar consciousness, 
proverb, while the Baroness de Hirsch 
passes away practically unnoticed.’’ This 
article, added to Mark Twain's sane ex- | 
ainination of the Jewish problem in the | 
September Harper, together with the popu- | 
lar interest in and sympathy for the Jew 
awakened by the Dreyfus affair, gives 


| 
Barney Barnato is a| 


(For ‘* Books Received’’ see page 638.) 
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Department 


Advertising Rate 


80 cents per line, with discount of 10 per cent 
on an advance order of 1,000 or more lines to be 
used within a year, or for a space of not less than 
one inch each issue for a year. Positions may be 
contracted for, subject fo earlier contracts with 
other advertisers, provided such positions do not 
conflict with the Publishers’ idea of the general 
make-up of the advertising pages. Positions are 
never guaranteed to any advértisement of less 
than three inches space. An advertiser contract 
ing for $1,000 worth of space, to be used within 
one year, may have, when practicable, a selected 
position, without extra cost,except when the adver- 
tiser contracts for a position on the last page. For 
all advertising conditioned on an appearance upon 
the last page,an advance of 20 per cent in addition 
to the regular rate will be charged. For inside- 
page positions, on orders of less than $1,000, an 
advance of 20 per cent in addition to the regular 
rate will be charged. All advertisements are 
subject to approval as to character, wording, and 
display. 
subscription list at any time. 
scription, see fourteenth page. 


Advertisers are free to examine the 
For Terms of Sub- 


California in three days via Chicago, Union 
North-Western 
Overland Limited ’’ leaves Chicago daily at 


Pacific, and Line. 


| 6.30 P.M., reaches San Francisco evening of 


| a a carte, Buffet, Smoking, and Library Cars, 


story proved very successful in a summer | 


kindergarten. ‘‘ Not one word was said 
about the broken promise by the story- 
| teller, but the children talked it over for 
several weeks, and applied it to many 
little incidents in their every-day life."’ 
This is the primary teacher's true test. 
It differs radically from the ordinary test 
of a rote repetition of words as given by 


the teacher or story-teller. Child Garden 


is published monthly at Morgan Park, 


Illinois, at one dollar a year, or ten cents 
per copy. 
= 
Lippincott’s Magazine 
Zangwill 


a under its 
on Zionism 


for October, 
new cover, contains an 
article on ‘* Zionism,’’ by Zangwill, which 


will be read with interest by Jew and 


Christian alike. The object of Zionism, i= 


he says, is ‘‘ to alleviate what Heine called 
| the Judenschmers."' 


‘«The lewish evil | 


third day and Los Angeles the next afternoon, 


no change of cars, all meals in Dining Car 


with barber. 
cago daily at 10.30 P. M., reaches San Fran- 
cisco the fourth morning. Through Tourist 
Sleeping Cars every day in the year between 
Chicago, California, and Oregon. Personally 
Tour- 
ist car rate to San Francisco, Los Angeles, 
Portland, $6.00. 
tions, and full particulars apply to your near- 
est ticket or address H. W. 
601 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa, 


conducted excursions every Thursday. 
and For tickets, reserva- 
agent, seyers, 


One Fare Round Trip to Portland, Seattle, | 


and Tacoma, via the Chicago and North- 


Western R’y, October 12 to 15, limited 


to return until November 16, 1899, inclusive. | 


Persons selecting this popular route are af- 
forded the quickest time, grandest scenery, 
For rates 
and full particulars inquire of your nearest 
ticket agent, or address H. W. Beyers, 601 
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


perfect service, and variable routes, 


In ordering goods, or in making inguiry concerning 
anything advertised in this paper, you will oblige the 


publishers and the advertiser by stating that you saw 


he advertisement in The Sunday School Times. 





| Tremont Temple 


Vol. 41, No. 40 


One Cent Each 


by 8 inches, and beautifully printed. 


Not this size, but several times as large, on paper, 5% 
gs0oy 07 YOY wo’ s}o9fqns OOZ'T 








BABY STUART 


THE PERRY PICTURES 


No orders by mail for less than 25 pictures. Mention 
The mg School ‘limes, and send 10 cents, in coin 
or stamps, for 24 page catalog, containing siz full-size 
pceres, and these six pictures besides: Good Shep- 

erd, Angel Shepherdess, Kittens, Niagara Falls, Prince 
Balthazar,—or four cents for catalog alone. 


Every home, every Sunday-school, should 
have these pictures. 
Mention The Sunday School Times. Address 


The Perry Pictures Company 
Boston, Mass. 


















Profitable 
Employment 


We want a good 
agent in every town to 
secure subscribers to 
The Ladies’ Home Journal 


AND 


The Saturday Evening Post 





You can make 
good wages and share 
in the $18,000 to be 
distributed among 
the best agents at 
the end of the season. 





The Curtis Publishing Company, Philadelphia 
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‘* The | 


** Pacific Express ’’ leaves Chi- | 







pA) io COLLECTION OF 
| ORS? fn ELDFUL HYMNS 
vie Vly ron 


Li, Anpay, ScHOOLS 








=SOVAG PEOPLES MEETINGS, 
FAND/ALL PRAISE SERVICES: 


Is sure to become the most 
popular song-book made, 
because its price, 


10 cents 


€) ) 
4 4 is as low as its real merits 
are high. Send 14 cents for postpaid sample. 


| W.A. WILDE CO. 293798, 


1899 Hall-Mack Co.’s 1 899 
Christmas Services 


THE STAR AND THE SONG ) Samples of the 3 for 
SON OF THE HIGHEST r in stamps. $4 
BETHLEHEM’S KING ) per 100, postpaid 
These services are by Messrs. Hail, Mack, Miles, and 
Rev. Judefind. ‘The best we have ever published. 
The Sunday School Times said of our music: “ It is 
| mew, unusual, and charming.” 
Send 5c. in stamps for two former successful services. 
| ._ Twe Grand Concert Cantatas for Children : 
Santa’s Decision. $2.40 per dozen; 26 cts singly. 
| A Trip to Old Chris. $3.00 per dozen ; 30 cts. singly. 
Send for catalog of our church and Sunday-school 
music. Our publications are on sale at all dealers. 





10¢c 


\ HALL-MACK CO., Pubs., 1020 Arch St., Phila , Pa 
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An Interesting Book 
at a Popular Price 


‘ | TRIUMPHS xx» \W ONDERS | 
Now Is the time to \? a | S) 
Subscribe for ‘ ye * \ XIX “ah RY | 


The 1900 Volume of 


The Youth's 
Companion 


n° take advantage of the special 33 Special Contributors 


. : h Gen. Wheeler, Admiral Melvill 
offer which the publishers make ~ Mary Elizabeth Lease, Prof. Coffin of [ee *Prest. 


; ° Reed of Dickinson, Prof, Joh f the Isthmi 
to new subscribers, as explained below: Canal ‘Commission, J. Biadison ‘Taylor, M.-D., and 


others of equally well-known reputation. 


~~. 


JOMN PHILIP SOUSA, = Agents } ie HOLMAN & CO., 
anted PHILADELPHIA 


All the issues of Th $< ——__—___ ; 
FRE . Senne ands oe ry Nelsons’ — 


maining weeks of 1899 will be sent 


Free to those who subscribe now for : ‘ Te ach er - 


the new volume for 1900, 52 issues. 


ibi 
This offer includes the Thanksgiving SS Bi b cs 


and Christmas Double Numbers and the contain New Helps, 350 I- 
Companion’s Superb Calendar for 1900, ' lustrations, New Concord- 


" . ‘ ance, New Maps. 
lithographed in twelve colors, a gift | The Helps are just what Sunday-school teach- 
that will be preserved and enjoyed the ers want. The IMustrations are from recent 

er ; Oy photographs. The Concordance is the most 

— reand Cat - and send this | complete yet produced. The Maps are spe- 

slip or the name of this magasine with ) | cially engraved from the latest surveys, and have 

$1.75, the price of your subscription < hey —— ei an “ 

4 | e Sunday 00 mes says: “ ce 

VICTOR MAUREL. anti January 1, 1901. J 114 Nelson Teacher’s Bible is of high grade. The 

CAPT. A. T. MAHAN. work is excellent.’’ All styles and prices. For 

: - sale by all booksellers, or send for catalogue. 

» JUSTIN McCARTHY. — THOMAS NELSON & SONS, Publishers, 37 
SARAH O. JEWETT. - East 18th Street, New York. 


GEN. CHARLES KING. EF VERY family finds the Companion == 


foreete tpan ppancneh a welcome addition to the home GLAD TIDINGS 
. ; : : ; For the Sunday-school 
HEYDEN CARBUTEH. ; life, each issue offering something of y 


W. D. HOWELLS. interest and value for every member of oe Ss, gp Deg Ag + Vg — a 
MARGARET DELAND. the household. For t1g00 the editors ne sy — 
THE BISHOP OF LONDON. ' promise a volume of rare variety and | Songs of Work and Worship 


eS tet oe seensiom attractiveness. Illustrated Announce- al I gy ges = gig egg 8 
: ° T ‘me * 50 cents, postpaid. 
I. ZANGWILL. ment Number, containing a full pros 


Returnable copies of the above sent lo commit- 


DEAN FARRAR pectus of the new volume, will be sent tees for examination free of charge. 


free to any address on receipt of a | A. S. Barnes & Co. 
156 Fifth Avenue New York City 


Among the famous contributors engaged 
for the 1900 volume are: 

JOHN PHILIP SOUSA. 

MRS. BURTON HARRISON. 

. CHARLES DUDLEY WARNER. 

REGINALD De KOVEN. 

RIDER HAGGARD. 

GEN. WESLEY MERRITT. 

CAPT. CHARLES D. SIGSBEE. 

GEN. JOSEPH WHEELER. 

ANDREW CARNEGIE. 

BISHOP HENRY C. POTTER. 

WALTER CAMP. 
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Besides Two Hundred others — Soldiers, 


Sailors, Statesmen, Clergymen, Travellers, postal-card request. 
Men of Science, Men of Affairs, and the 


.most gifted writers of short stories. ; | Our Holiday Sample Packets 
The Youth’s Companion, Boston, Mass. of ( -nelotmns and New Year Sunday- -school supplies 


will be ready October 25. ‘hey will include samples of 
our latest Concert Services, Bethlehem'’s Manger 
and Christmas Starlight, beautifully engraved title- 
pages and Greeting Cards, latest collection devices, 
and a copy of our 80 page Christmas Annual. We will 
send you one for 6 cents, to cover postage. 

| MacCALLA & CO. 

| 249 Dock Street Philadelphia, Pa. 





A NOVEL IDEA FOR 
————— —_————— —___—_— HARVEST HOME or 
KF FFAS FSF ASSES AFI LIE SA LLL ALISA IBS III ISA LA ALIA LIE LLL SELL LL ALL LIAL IAAL IAAL ISL LALLA LAAAL SB, THANKSGIVING SERVICES 


is found in the 
THE BEST SABBATH-SCHOOL HYMN AND TUNE BOOK | 


«STORY OF THE PINK ROSE ” 
THE SCHOOL HYMNAL 


| Easy to learn, easy to produce. le copy, 15¢.; per 
Square 12mo, cloth, 272 pages. Single copies, 40 certs; $27.00 a hundred 


PHONOGRAPH RECORDS | 
or. LRA D. SANKEY 


- tio Ninety and Nine,” 
“where is my Wand'ring Boy,"’ 
**When the Mists Have Rolied Away,”’ 
“Saved by Grace,"* and others of the famous 
MOODY AND SANKEY HYmMas. 
Price, $1 per record; $11 per dozen. 
Can be HEARD at ALL Phonograph Dealers. 


THE BIGLOW & MAIN CO. “NewVorx: 


NE Sunday-School 
Singing-Books! 
GOLDEN GRAIN No. 1 or No. 2, $2.40 a doz.; 


dozen, $1.50. One dozen will a "t € average school. 


106 Washington 148 Fifth Ave. 
Street, Chicago. New York. 


Little Branches 
os, 1, 2, an 
Songs especially aL by for the 
Sunday-school Primary 
[Department 
By eriies + Gabctet and 
William S veekte 
(Size, 64 pages.) 
Send 15c. in stamps for sample copy 
for No. 1, 2, or 3 
Per dozen each, $1.35. postpaid 
Published by maxes & Brother, 
106 Washington * Chicago, Ill 


HEADQUARTERS os CHRISTMAS SERVICES | 
Carry all im stock. stage or express « mangos Our 
own very popular sp ited by the Rev. Rufus Miller. 








The high quality of melodies and the excellence of the hymns cannot be excelled 
It is a book that will win its own way, and the school that adopts it will not wish another 
for two decades of years. I must also congratulate you upon the beautiful typography 
and beautiful appearance of the book. 
Rev. Dr. H. S. HOFFMAN, Editor of The Hymnal for Children. 





A sample copy will be sent for examination, with a view to intrqduction, for 25 cents. 


The Presbyterian Board of Publication and Sabbath-School Work 


PHILADELPHIA NEW YORK CHICAGO ST. LOUIS 
1319 Walnut Street 156 Fifth Avenue 37 Randolph Street 1516 Locust Street 
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20 a100. Nos. tr and 2 com- 
ined, $3.60 a déz.; $30 a 100. 


2 ss SS 


La Books for Public Schools, Singing- 
Schogis, Colleges, Church Choirs, etc., in great variety. 
Specimen pages free. ——— — ———— = | he Dayspring from on High 

A. Beirty, 184 La Salle St., Chicago. es of number. Price, $3 
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Send 1o cents for’ sam 


nn seven = | AGENTS WANTED run THE STORY OF TWO WARS.” | sitkoct users“ tS 


unday Schools, & Young Peoples Societies Offcial. Standard, High-class “ OUR WAR WITH oT and OUR WAR WITT ; ECHOES of 
BY J. H. ALLEMAN, author of “8ONGS OF mung Peopi LOVE™ entitled uf riLiPinds — tm one capers cote votume. RISTMAS BETHLEHEM, 


Ceteses Maps and man uu i. ry of - “ Rist $5 per 100. $2.50 per 100. 
r 


CEMS OF OF SACRED SONG I Either Book, 350 ig S| “bok ichas pad EER! ictmas services. Send 5 cents for both. 
Dearborn St, Chieage, I | 


off to all 
Swbthat pas tp Frise of ones lor terms and particulars SBLIS HL . ‘ord Coma “The Algrove Music Co.. Indianapolis, ind 
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Books Received 


September 25 to October 2 


American Sunday-school Union, Philadelphia 
A Manual of Sunday-school Methods. By 
Addison Pinneo Foster, D.D. $1.25. 

Cassell & Company, New York 


Francis Bacon. By Lord Macaulay, 10 cents. 


Harper & Brothers, New York 


Admiral George Dewey. By John Barrett. 
$1.25. 
** Forward, March."’ By Kirk Muuroe. $1.25. 


Houghton, Mifflin, & Co., Boston. 
Horace ‘Bushnell: Preacher and ‘Theologian. 
By Yheodere T, Munger. $2. 
Isabel 


‘Two ‘lragedies of Seneca. By Ella 
Harris. 75 cents. 

Under the Cactus Flag. By Nora Archibald 
Smith. $1.25. 


God's Education of Man. 
DeWitt Hyde. $1.25. 
Letters from Ralph Waldo Emerson toa Friend. 


1838-1853. Edited by Charles Eliot Norton. | 


By William 


$r. 
The Dutch and Quaker Colonies in America. 
By John Fiske. ‘Iwo vols. $4. 
The Jewish Publication Society, Philadelphia 
The American Jewish Year 5660. Edited by 
Cyrus Adler. 75 cents. 
Lee & Shroard, Boston | 


An Undivided Union. By Oliver Optic. $1.50. | 
Grant Burton, the Runaway. By W. Gordon 


Parker. $1.25. 
We Four Girls. By Mary G. Darling. $1.25. 
Beck's Fortune. By Adele E. ‘Thompson. 
$1.50. | 
Wee Lucy’s Secret. By Sophie May. 75 cents. 
The House with Sixty Closets. By Frank 
Samuel Child. $1.25. 
Told) under the Cherry Trees. By Grace 


Le Baron. §t. 

To Alaska for Gold. By Edward Stratemeyer. 
$1. 

Henry in the War. 
J). S. A. - $1.25. 

Under Otis in the Philippines. 


By Gen. O. O. Howard, | 


By Edward 


Stratemeyer. $1.25. | 
A. C. McClurg & Co., Chicago | 
On General Thomas's Staff. By Byron A. 


Dunn, $1.25. 


Geo. E. Marshall & Co., 144 Monroe St., 
Chicago, Ill. 
Another View, or How 
By W. H. Rice. 
Mississippi Historical Society, Oxford, Miss. 
Mississippi Historical 
Franklin L. Riley, | 


Expansion. it Saves 


America. 


Publications of — the 
Society. Edited by 
Secretary. 

Isaac O. Pennington, Okarche, Okla Ter. 

God and my Soul, A ‘True Story. 5 cents. 
The Union Press, 1122 Chestnut Street, Phila. 

Jean's Opportunity. By Howe Benning. $1.25. 





Charles Scribner's Sons, New York 
Babylonians and Assyrians. 
$1. 25. 
Lands 

$2. 50. 


Sayce. 
American 
Mitchell. 
Thomas Whittaker, New York 
A Cycle of Stories. By Barbara Yechton. 
$1.50. 
The Vision of the Madonna, 
Slocum. 50 cents. 
E. & J. B. Young & Co., New York 
Sunday Reading for the Young. $1.25. 
The Sunday-School Union, London 
The Sunday-School Teacher's Manual. By 
William H. Groser, B. Sc. (Lond. ) | 


“Oxford” 


Teachers’ Bibles 


and Authorized American Editions 


and Letters. By Donald G. 


By Grace L. 


Maps, and 124 


The Best Paper 
The Best Printing 
The Best Binding 
Send for Catalog. 
Oxford University Press 27.77);"" 
91 and 93 Fifth Avenue, New York 





For sale by all booksellers. 


‘NEW VALUABLE HELPS 


A new complete “ Manual of Sun- 
day-school Methods."” By Addison 
P. Foster, D.D. 12mo, cloth, pp. 
344. 75 cents. 

Treats of every topic in Sunday- 
school organization and manage- 
ment. Has a list of roo best books 
of reference on Sunday-school methods. Latest and 
best book by a prominent Sunday-school worker. Green 
Fund book, hence cheap as good. 






Manual of 


Dr. A. P. Foster 


—~—~ 


REDUCED FROM $2.00 TO $1.25 






GR Re i Students’ Edition, Schaff’s Bible 
Dictionary Dictionary. Crown octavo, cloth, 
of the flexible sewed, pp. 958, 12 maps, 400 
Bible engravings. $1.25 by mail. The 
Schaff latest and best at the price. For- 


merly $2.00, now $1.25 


AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 
1122 Chestnut Street, Phila. Pa. 





re 


With New Helps. | 
Full-page Plates. | 

























TAN MACLAREN’S GREAT ARTICLE 


One of the most direct articles ever written on 
modern tendencies in the social life of the church. 


THE CANDY-PULL SYSTEM 
IN THE CHURCH 


An article of Truths which many have felt and thought, 
but none has ventured to express. 
Dr. Watson, “the church will soon embrace a theater.” 


In the October issue of 


THE LADIES’ HOME JOURNAL 





“If this goes on,” 


g says 








One Dollar for an Entire Year of Twelve Issues 
The Curtis Publishing Company, Philadelphia 











AMERICAN 
wretsn. MESSENGER, 25c. a year 


The *‘ American Messenger’’ is a unique paper. 


Founded in 1842 t 


other 
contributors are ; 


Rev. Dr. T. L. Cuyler 
Rev. Dr. Francis E. Clark 
Gerard B. F. Hallock, D.D. 
Rev. Oliver A. Kingsbury 
Rev. H. T. Miller 

Rev. W. C, Stiles 

Frank H. Sweet 

Hezekiah Butterworth 

W. Edgar Simpsen 


and many others. 


THE CHILD JESUS IN THE TEMPLE. 


AMERICAN MESSENGER, 


» meet the demand for a high-class non-sectarian religious paper 
at a price within the reach of all, it has fulfilled its purpose so well that to-day no 
yaper of its class compares with it in circulation and influence. 


Mrs. Mary Lowe Dickinson 
Mrs. Julia MacNair Wright 
Cora S. Day 


Julia H. Johnston 
Anna B. W. 
Mrs. Jane Ellis Joy 
Alma J. Noble 


During the coming year, Miss WARNER’s story, ‘‘ Fresh Air,’’ will be completed 





An Illustrated 
Religious Monthly | 


No other fills its place. 


Among our 


arner 





\\e ) 
.. CUYLER, D.D. 
This 
will be followed by a charming short story, ‘* The 
Shale Pickers,’’ by Mr. W. EpGar Simpson. 

** Philip Desmond,”’ a seria! of absorbing interest, 
by Cora S. Day, begins in November, 1800, and 
another new serial will be begun in the early fall of 1900. 


AS A SPECIAL INDUCEMENT 


t if you subscribe now, we will send 
ree e you the MessenGex free from the time 
your subscription is received to Janu- 
ary 1, 1900, including Thanksgiving and Christmas 
numbers; and, if you send five cents, for packing 
and shipping, we will also send, free. a copy of. Hoff- 
man’s famous painting, “‘ The ‘Child Jesus in the 
Temple,”’ on fine paper, 18X22 INCHES IN SIZE 
ready to frame. rhis picture is made by a photo- 
graphic process which admirably reproduces the ex- 
quisite beauty of expression in the original painting, 
and would be an ornament in any home, and of the 
greatest helpfulness and influence for good. 
Price of picture alone, 25 cents. 
Bibles, books, pictures, watches, clocks, silverware, 
etc.. given for securing subscribers. Terms an 


ats NEW YORK 


Department 15, 
150 Nassau Street, 
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r Two Splendid Stories of School Life 
|§ Captain of the Cadets. By I. T. THURSTON. 314 pages. With illustrations by 
¥ WILLARD. $1.25. 
q Professor Pin, By Mrs. FRANK LEE. 229 pages. With illustrations by CopE- 
s LAND. §1.00. § 
_ No boy or girl in school or college can read these admirable stories of school life without help and s 
) tnepigation as well as interest. 
ey ought to be i Sunday-school li + Sold, li > c ooks 
mien x2 unt Pd. an avery Sus ay~school library d, like all other recent books, at twoe 
Congregational House, Boston. 
L) The Pilgrim Press 175 Wabash Avenue, Chicago. ; 
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THE PRIMARY TEACHER’S HELPER | 


Services for the year, by Mrs. Arwoop, 15 cents. 
Favorite Authors, an entertainment for Sunday- 
schools, Endeavor Societies, etc., 15 cents. Welcome 

| Cards, 20 cents per dozen; Hoffman birthday Cards, 
25 cents per dozen 


HENRY D. NOYES & CO., Boston, Mass. 
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A beautifu] book on Ca- 
naries, Parrots and other 
cage birds, 100 fine ilius- 
trations, coverin 7 colors. 

R if you mention 

this paper 
Write us today. 10W A SEED ©0., Des Moines, Ia. 
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From Our Meighbors 
















After the Conference— 
What? 


Edward Everett Hale, in The Peace Crusade 












N printing the last number of The 
Peace Crusade, we need not affect to 
disguise the satisfaction which the history 
of the conference at The Hague gives to 
us. The steady-going world, unwilling 
to accept any excitement excepting that 
which comes from the noisy throb of bat- 
tle, dismisses the conference in its jour- 
nals with a few words of praise or blame. 


It then passes to the next sensation a 


great deal as a barber, in his shop on a 
crowded Saturday night, passes from one 


customer to another. 


But in truth the conference has achieved 


_so much more than even the most hope- 


ful students prophesied, that the historian 
of whatever school will be obliged to 
mention it in the future; and, as years 
pass on, the mention will be more and 
more accompanied wit expressions of 
surprise that, at the moment, its trars- 
actions awoke so little interest. I quoted 
in an earlier number the sad foreboding 
of John Adams when he said, in writing 
to Dr. Price in 1789, ‘‘ We have made a 
constitution which will keep us from cut- 
ting each other's throats for a few years 
longer.'’ This constitution, of which the 


second president of the United States then 


spoke so sadly, is the constitution of the 
greatest peace society which has ever ex- 
isted. It was thus that a 


man as well 


| read as any of those who framed it could 


speak of their work. John Adams was as 
well read, but perhaps not as wise, The 
instrument of which he spoke with so 
little hope has proved to be the founda- 


| tion of this greatest of peace societies, 


the United States of America. And 
the success’ of this great exemplar leads 
us now to hope for the rest of the 
world. ... 

Mr. Sumner said one day, when he 
had been bitterly criticised for neglecting 
some matter in our foreign diplomacy, 
that he was the guardian nurse of treaties. 
He said that, under our form of govern- 
ment, treaties, at their birth, had nobody 
to care for them. ‘‘ They are poor found- 
lings,’’ he said, ‘‘ left on the steps of the 
Senate; and, unless a_ philanthropist 
takes them in his arms, they die as socn 
as they are born, for want of food and 
care.’ And he said it had been his busi- 
ness, since he had been chairman of the 
life 
the treaties which he found on the thresh- 

old. 

| On the other hand, as will be well re- 
membered, the State Department of his 
|day pooh-poohed at Mr. Sumner, and 
| thought he rushed in where angels might 
well fear to tread. This is certain, that 
| many is the treaty for which high hopes 
have been conceived which has died as 
| soon as it was born, becatise there was 
nobody to remember its existence, and 
nobody to administer to it the bread of 
life, or its milk. 


Foreign Committee, to nurse into 


Mr. Sumner’s figure of speech will an- 
swer as well now as it did five-and-twenty 
years ago. The nursing of the new agree 
ment between the nations must not be 
left to accident. The American people 
must be roused for one of those sublime 


decisions before which Senates and Houses 
of Representatives bend as wheat bends” 


before a summer breeze. It must not be 
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left to this or that broken-winded poli- 
tician, who foresees a ‘‘ soft’’ place if he 
can be appointed a sub-secretary or a 
marshal of the new court at The Hague, — 
it must not be left for him, or such as he, 
to press upon the Senate the ratification 
of the new articles, or to press upon the 
House of Representatives the most liberal 
provision for the new court. Here is a 
thing in which every man and woman of 
America may take a part. And unless a 
very large measure of the thinking men 
and women of America do take such a 
part, the agreement at The Hague will go 
where the agreement of Mr. Blaine’s Con- 
gress of 1890 went,—that is, it will die, 
and die without burial 

We shall, from time to time, call the 
attention of the working committees al- 
ready appointed in this country to the 
fact that their work is not done, but is 
only begun. 

The international organization of the 
Society of Christian Endeavor has already 
rendered very large assistance in awaken- 
ing public attention where public atten- 
tion needed to be awakened. We can 
rely on that organization for the future 
as a most efficient ally in the cause of 
peace. 

In the magnificent organization of the 
Women’s Christian Temperance Union, 
Miss Willard and her friends foresaw the 
nécessity of such action.~ That great so- 
ciety has a strong central committee, 
whose business it is to enforce upon the 
world, not simply the duty of peace, but 
its methods. That important committee 
has ‘had little to do till now ; now it has 
enough to occupy every member in every 


state in pressing upon the people the great | 


necessity of the hour. 


The various peace societies of the Uni- |, 


ted States and Europe have lately been 
involved in rather a pathetic inquiry as to 
which of them was first born in the period 
of reaction which followed Waterloo. 
We venture to suggest to them that the 
important question is not when they were 
born, but whether they are alive to-day. 
They have now the great opportunity of 
showing that they are not mere talkers, 
gossiping about the possibilities of an 
indefinite future, but that among them 


are men and women who know the right, | 


and can practice what they know. 
If a voice could be found that could 
raise the dead, that voice should address 


the great mercantile associations at this} 


hour. Thus far, they have shown them- 
selves willing to profit by peace, and as 
willing to profit by war. But every man 


of sense in the great affairs of commerce | 
knows that any mercantile successes | 
achieved in war are simply the prizes | Poem: 
drawn in a badly conducted lottery, and | 








| 
| 
| 
| 
} 





} 


| 


that the losses inflicted by war are a thou- | 
sand-fold greater than any of its rewards. | 
Thus far the merchants have permitted | 


the lawyers to go in advance of them in 
working out the great problem of the 


they have been very loath to lift a hand for | 
peace. To every chamber of commerce 


| 
| 


in the nation we take the liberty of saying | 


that now is the opportunity of showing | 
that they are ashamed of their silence in | 


the past. Let the men of trade remember | 
that, if they deprecate such crises as that | 


which we still remember in the Venezuela 
stampede, they have thus far to thank 
themselves for them. The moment when 
they will unanimously intimate that ‘peace 
is to be the law of finance, and the regu- 
lating principle of the civilization of the 
twentieth century, that moment their in- 


.THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES’ 639 


ARIS an 
RENCH 
JUSTICE 


By 


Hon. Thomas B. Reed 


In this week’s number of 


THE SATURDAY 
EVENING POST 


(OF PHILADELPHIA) 


An Hiusttated Weekly Magazine 
Founded A° D' 1728 by Benjamin Franklin. 











Permanently enlarged without increase 1n price. 
5 Cents the Copy 


More than 150,000 subscribers and buyers. 
The Curtis Publishing Company, Philadelphia, Pa, 








lntheYearl848, 


Fifty-one years ago, we be- 
gan business in a very ema)! 
way. To-day, our customers 
live in every portion of the 
civilized world, because we 
save them money on every- 
thing they EAT, WEAR and 

USE. Our beautiful a 
1 Drawer Machine, P®ge illustrated book tha 

$ 


Che Smmday School Gimes 


Contents for October 7 





costs us 69c. to mail, is 4 














12.50 
Schoo! versus the Jail. Teachers’-Meetings st ena ene hed - -~ B, write for it, it 
The Fall of the Leaves. By Richard Burton . 625 Necessary in Every School, Diversity is of AE ng A you buy for 
Editorial : Putting the Truth. . ...++.«.+ +++ -630/| your home at all Seasons of the 
Notes.—Heroes or Machines. Blessings with- Lesson 4. October 22. Ezra’s Journey to ick aan Sean a ae “ens 
ce. ence the Master Teacher. usa . zra 8 : at everyt ou ea very wan 
out Pri Obedi the M Teach derusaieom. E 8 32 eything t. £ ; t 
The Kingdom of Kindliness. Advantages Lesson Helps : i for umaxind can be fl som 
of Poverty ... 26-55-2222 se ees 625 Contributed by B. F. Jacobs; Professor Wil- tives, Boats and Live Animals. 
International Lessons and “ Diminishing Re- lis J. Beecher, D.D.; Cunningham Geikie, Buying of us, your merchandise 
tusma” we cc ecece ereseeeve oo Oe D.D., LL.D.: Bishop H. W. W D.D costs you less than your — 4 
Th h : UV.» V.5 shop ° . arren, V.V., Dealer pays for it, as we quote 
ages. ey have deprecated war, but | | Notes on Open Letters: LL.D.; Wayland Hoyt, D.D.; Alexander Mc- | zo by mo prices aired 
i : ° | from matery. ualit 
—— of Spiritual Life. Pictures on the Laren, D.D.; Professor . E. Sanders, Pa.D.; | of our " depend le, es Gutrantecd 
oT a a a a a 626 A. F. Schauffler, D.D.; Faith Latimer; | the name ie on an article Watches, 
From Contributors: Annie S. Harlow; John B. Smith; the Rev. | Corresponds to the etocties We. to $73.5. 
: —_ . ‘ mark on silver. 
The Revised Treaties and Missions in Japan. E. Morris Fergusson; Amos R. Wells; Dr. 
. . | head Carpet a Rk 
ey SUG any NOU 6 6 6 ow % 6.0 6 oe 8 627 William Wright ...+see-+eeeees I ott rs eo natuntt 
The Law of Diminishing Returns in the Sun- Books and Writers: coiece. ar nallgne with Cioth Baan 
day-SchooL By Dean A. Walker ..... 628 Ever-Progressive Missions see ples attached, are also free. Ez 
Snap-Shots at Every-Day Life: ‘‘Come Out Port-Royal Education. The + Young Citizen os an Coroel. Catdin — 
of Yourself. y aries Frederic Goss . wks Received ..-+scsceesnsevecns | weical Instruments and Bicyctes 
Y "By Charles Frederic G 628 | Books R 4 | Busscat f % 
are free. 
For Children at Home: Literary Notes and News: j Which book shall we send you? 
How They Crossed the Stream. By Elizabeth Letting the Moral Alone. Zangwill on Zionism, Address this way: 
eee ae ee i ee 629 | Business Department : J S$ | S$ g ON 
Spirit and Method : Advertising Rate ......+6. seetee LIV H NE S$ , 
The Cradle Roll and the Homes. By Annie S. Subscription Rates ...... tee eeees BALTIMORE, MD. 
NT A..< am os «> 02d ee ete Sens 629 | From Our Neighbors : | Quartered Oak, $10.95. Dept, 215 
Bible Enigmas for a Class Entertainment. By After the Conference—What? ...++0-+ . 638) eee a — 
SB Page. <.o2.68 0 ds ce od ood 630 | Worth Repeating: ; Ky tT ioe 
Ladies’ Class Invitation and its Influence. “What Wiil People Say?” .. . - 640 du ordering g or in ing inquiry ere 
j eeeves onythi a cods, make 7 obl 
Some Boys Stick. Tratisporting a Sunday- Wonders of the Arctic Night . o- ertined BG freer. sae wee 4 


timation will be obeyed. 


4 





ceoeerecs 642 Sublishere and the advertiser by stating that you saw 
School to Niagara Faiis. The Sunday- Nicknaming the International Lessons . « « . 643 | ‘the advertisement in The Sunday Schost Jimes. 










































































































































Sn oe ee 


- 


« aa 
te 2 ee 


Semen (er 
eS 
PoE a EQS BE 


- 


A ES AO LC OTE 
ero Sele ie a va 


8 


~— 


tal 
— . 
. “2 ed . 















































, The Sunday School Times, 


=a 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





are the long- 
time users of 
Smith Pre- 
miers. The 
more hard 
work turned 
out,the more 
apparent is 
Smith Pre- 
mier Dura- 
bility. “ Re- 
pair bills are 
teduced to 
the mini- 
mum, 4 &é 
Smith P re- 
mier capac- 
ity for good 
work all the 
time is un- 
Catalogue. equaled. «+++ 
> FOR ED 


THE SMITH PREMIER 
TYPEWRITER CO. 44 
Syracuse, N. Y., U. S. A. 


AMERICAN FIRE 
Insurance Company. 


Office, Company's Building, 
308 and 310 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


Our 
Best 
Friends 





4 Rp 


ise fat 

















CASH CAPITAL)... ..0ccsccrsscsesccesr essen $500,000.00 | 


Reserve for Reinsurance and all 
ORMEL CLALIMIS, ....00.0...0eccccceeeseeenenee 1,705,994.25 
Surplus over all Liabilities,.............. 504,733-42 
TOTAL ASSETS, JAN. 1, 1890. 
$2,710,727.67. 
THOS. a. MON 'TGOMERY, Presidents, 
RICHARD MARIS, ‘Sec. and Peake’ 
VM. F, WLLLIAMS, Asst. 
WM. B. KELLY; Gent. Mgr. 


DIRECT QRS: : 


Thos, H. Montgomery, harles $. Whelen, 
Israel Morris, Kaward Begle, 
Pemberton S. Hutchinson, pode 5. Gerhard, 

jos, K. Gillingham, dward Lowber Welsh, 


Archibald R. prin ik 


Educational 


= TA | = Sd 
AMM you CAN BE Curee 


Can refer to TA D. Wattles & Co., publishers ot 











Send for new illustrated book to The Philadelphia In- 
Stitute, 1033 Spring Garden St., Phila., Pa. Established 
188;.. Kdwin S. Johnston, founder and principal, who 
cured himself after stammering forty years. 


Bompiete Course 
rithmetic, 


, Penmanship, Shorthand, 
de Vy me ytn mall. “Buccess assured to energetic 
pupils. School es established 26 Yeats. Thousands of snecess- 

bee tt Reet Gee 











NEW - STORY 


LS 


“By CHARLES M. SHELDON 


“Author of 


y (/ w ‘IN HIS STEPS,” ‘‘MIRACLE AT MARKHAM,” 
4 04 ‘MALCOM KIRK,” ETC. 


IS JUST BEGINNING IN 


The Ram’s Horn 


This promises to be the most interesting story 
which Mr. Sheldon has ever written, for he weaves into the tale his own 
answers to questions which have been called forth by his other books: 
For instance: 

1. Is it possible te be equally good always and everywhere? 
Should we expect all our prayers to be answered! 
What is the greatest need of the world to-day! 
What would you do with a million dollars if you had it? 
Is it harder to do right than wrong? 
How shall I spend Sunday? 
What Is a short rule for business success? 
Is it wrong (a) te dance,.(b) to play cards, (c) to attend the theatre? 
9. De you believe in a personal devil? 
- 10. Ie the world growing better? 
11. Why is it that more women than men join the church? 
These are but a a of peer one punéred » vital questions woven 
story and uns ~~ A Sheldon. is books bave been ae 
ent of pacer ee will wae for thies eheey with happy anticipation, 
lt will appear each week in THz Ram’s Horn, the great indeygendent 
whose career hes been so illustrious and progressive, To put 


wee! 
both the paper and this story.in the hands of a million readers at 
WS once THE Ram's Horn will be sent Ten weeks for a dime, which 
es” 


rg is but one-fifth the regular price, 
—_ ee : 


(0 TIMES for 10 CENTS 


That means that for only’a dime you can get this wonderful paper, postage prepaid, 
for ten full weeks; every issue of twenty pages being chock full of unique, original, suggestive 
literatnre and art, including powerful cartoons in black and colors drawn by Frank Bear ;_ also, 
nae and reading matter of stirring interest, ificlading articles in competition for, Tue Ram's 
orn prize of $100.00 in gold for Tuk Best PLAN AND Creed To Unite Curistenpom. Sketches in 
competition for Tue Ram's Horn’s monthly gold prize for Tue Best Tate or Morar Heroism 
which can be told in a thousand words, and specia articles by an able corps of contributors. 
Hon. John Wanamaker says: “Many a single copy of The Ram's Horn ts worth a year’s oubsoription.” 
Bishep McCabe says: “The Ram's Horn is a wonderful paper, It ought to have a million subscribers.” 
BEAR IN MIND that you can get this splendid paper to weeks for 10 cents. Just take a 
dime, wrap it in a:bit of-paper and send it with your name and address. 
Those who respond yg will receiye.as a spée that remarkable little booklet known as 
Into and Out of Infidelity. It gives the life story’of a well-known man who tells how he became 
an Infidel and how he became a Christian. There are a quarter million of these in circulation. 
Send a dime and get one free, ogee. with. Tae Ram's<diorn for ten full weeks. 
fe mm TEN CENTS | OR STAMPS 18 ALL We WANT. 


THE RAM’S HORN ®°- 105 usSalte AVENUE 


CHICAGO, U.S.A. 









FX PTP wp 












































YOU CANNOT AFFORD TO MISS THIS GRAND OFFER 
A Magnificent Gold-Plated Initial Bracelet or Ring 
Our Rings are all set with a carefully selected Ruby or Emetald Stone, 
mounted % a Tiffany setting. ‘The Bracelets are in the latest style, popular 


‘OOK. Curb Link, the lock and key being exquisitely eneraves. They present a orn 


beautiful appearance, and will wear a lifetime. Over 100,000 young ladies are now wearing our rings and brace- 








IBLE [EDUCATION ‘by MAIL. Tuition, di- 
loma, and degree, ‘‘ Master of Ancient Litera- 
“oy 00 per month. Circulars for stamp. Write 

. Burton, Christian University, Canton, Mo. 


SAVE Your, FUEL — 


ules THE ROCHESTER RADIATOR. | 
COST 62.00 AND UP. 
Money retundea if not ane 
Write ~ asd booklet on economy in heati 


ROCHESTER RADIATOR CO., 
46 Furnace Street, Rochester, N. ¥. 


Light on the 
Story of Jonah 


By H. Clay Trumbull 


The story of Jonah, or anything tending 
toward an explanation of it, has a claim 
upon the attention of every Bible-reader. 

Dr. Trumbull brings to bear upon it 
many interesting and instructive facts 
worthy of the consideration of all readers 
of the Bible. 

19 pages (5% X7% inches), with illus- 
trations. Price, 20 cents. For sale by 
booksellers, or mailed, postpaid, by the 
publishers. 


JOHN D. WATTLES & CO. 
103: Walnut St. Philadelphia. 


Prot , 

















oa in maki concerning 

=: rte 08° tn this pore, oy oblige the 

puatishers and the advertiser by stating that you saw 
the advertisement in The S: School Times. 


lets. We Syarantes everything just as we advertise. Just send us your name and address (letter or postal), 
that’s all. We will send you 10 large handsome stamped doilies, ready for apap (Carnations, 
Roses, Chrysanthemus, Pansies, Holly). —— a — -selected design. Sell these to your friends at roc. 
each, send us the one dollar collected, and we will | ‘omptly send xo u_the bracelet, with your initial engraved 
on it, oy a ring,—take your choice. Our reliabilit y is establis ed. We refer to any National Bank in this 
cit Write sure toda for the going emooeee is certain ; sell at sight, and wanted in every home. 

to Box 70, STERLING JEWELRY CO., Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 


Write 





There’s Disease in Your Pocket 
ou.carry your money lpose. Doctors say: “‘ The cir- 
tion of bills and coin offers one of the easiest channels 

for the spread of disease germs.” 
Avoid the risk of contamination and sickness by using a 


Paragon Patent Folding Coin Purse 
It is neat, durable, and folds perfectly flat in your pocket. 
Ask your dealer for it, or 1 will send you sample at the 





following prices, postpaid : Calf Seal 
No. ort holds %. ~~ in silver . vw ona 
7 ¢. e ae Sp 3 
PAT. DEC. ~me Fa te = 


PAT. DEC. 30, ‘go. 
JAMES 3. TOPHAM, Sole jp Manutaatarey, 1238 Pennsylvania Aven Wesntngten, D.C. 





The title of the little book 


The Point of Contact in Teaching 
By Patterson Du Bois 


has become a watchword with thousands of Sunday-school and day-school teachers 
all over the United States and Canada. 

It is quoted in the pulpit, on the convention platform, in the teachers’ -meeting, in the 
normal class ; and it cuts a sure track for the individual teacher lost in the jungle of a hard 
lesson and a rebellious class. 

The United States Government introduced this book into the Indian schools by the 
hundred ; it is a required text-book in a Western theological school where divinity students 
are taught to address children in the untraditional but rational way ; its value to the for- 

. eign missionary is so great that a Japanese professor is about to translate it into Japanese, 
AND YET 
there are teachers and speakers and parents who do not know that it is published by 


JOHN D. WATTLES & CO., 103i Wainut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
ee —— 


Bound in fine cloth. sr2mo, 88 pages. Price, 60 cents. 











Vol. 41, No. 40 


Worth Repeating 


“ What Will People Say?” 


From a lecture by Rabbi J. Leonard Levy, reported 
in Our Pulpit 


HAT will peopie say?" is a 
question that still meets us at 
every turn. Custom ‘confronts 

us wherever we move. Fashion faces us, 
like a hungry lion, on every road we travel. 
Popular opinion is the scarecrow that 
frightens the chicken-hearted in every 
field of experience. Let it not be under- 
stood that the conservative powers of cus- 
tom, fashion, and public opinion, have 
not their uses in the economy of society. 
Let it not be imagined that, when healthy, 
these forces are not beneficial in some 
degree. The objection is that, unthink- 
ingly, we become slaves to them. We 
exaggerate their importance out of all pro- 
portion. We gauge our lives by them. 
We submit our actions to the opinions of 
multitudes of the ignorant, rather than to 
the criticism of the few who ‘know. The 
objection is that we permit our regard for 
popular approval to become a disease. 
And to this state we degenerate, although 
we are fully aware that custom and fash- 
ion and the populace have constantly con- 
doned offenses against the law, human 
and divine, and have, at nearly every 
turn, thwarted and opposed the salutary 
suggestions of men ‘‘of whom the world 
has not been worthy.”’ 








For fashion and. custom, which most 
often decide what people say about every- 
thing, have burned marks of infamy on 
the foreheads of the good and upright in 
| every age, in every land. They have put 
| truth on the scaffold, and falsehood on 
| thrones. They have closed the doors of 
| society against the man for whom, in later 
| ages, monuments have been erected, and 
| for whose once dishonored dust distant ages 

| haveclamored. Fashion and custom have 
degraded those who pointed out a higher 
law than. prudence, and a wiser course 
than expediente. They have shut out 
from favored circles a good, pure girl, and 
| have thrown wide open the door of wel- 
| come to a bold, bad man, so long as he 
|was dowered with the world’s goods. 
The have held in disfavor the pure, true 
woman who has been compelled to earn 
an honorable livelihood, but they have 
bowed to a selfish, arrogant coquette, 
whose social graces were the product of 
works on etiquet, and whose spiritual 
| graces were a negative quantity. They 
| have held. their glasses to their disdain- 
| ful eyes, and looked askance of a young 
| man, whose worth is in his head and 
| heart, whase means were modest, and 
whose powers were splendid ; but they 
have courted the fop, ‘‘ whose worth was 
on his back; and whose graces were in his 
heels.’’ 

It has been ever thus, and mankind 
would have lost its flavor had it not been 
for the few who, like Socrates, have been 
the salt of the earth. They were halted 
by fashion and custom and public opinion. 
The people made concerning them the 
cruelest, unkindest, most untruthful of re- 
ports. They were maligned, tormented, 
and evilly despited by the ‘multitude. 
They .were pilloried and imprisoned, 
maimed and mutilated. They were’ ex- 
| iled from the haunts of men, and treated 
with less consideration than the brutes. 
They ended their lives on the block and 
the scaffold, at the stake or in the torture- 
chamber, amid the maledictions and fury 
| of the masses. The loved of God were 

|the hated of men. But they laughed 
| their opponents to scorn, and continued 
| with their brave fight! They gained for 
| themselves an immortality of influence by 
| despising what people said. . Their tor- 
| mentors earned as their reward an im- 
mortality of infamy or an _ eternity of 
oblivion. 

Does not the history of religious evolu- 
tion show this? . Nearly all Chaldea and 
| Egypt were opposed to Abraham and 
Moses, Both were compelled to flee from 
the home of their childhood. Of their 
| persecutors’ names we, to-day, are either 
| ignorant, or we use them as types of heart- 
less oppressors. Had the founder of 
Christianity troubled himself with what 
the people said, sat Sata movement 
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would never have come into existence. 
No bette. illustration can be cited of his 
‘contempt for popular opinion than his 
treatment of the Magdalene. Did-custom 
and fashion make it unlawful for a teacher 
in Israel to receive acts of devotion at the 
hands of a fallen woman? Then, unré- 
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proved, she should bathe his feet with her 
repentant tears ; the accusers of the sin- 
laden woman he would charge, ‘‘ Let him 
who is without sin cast the first stone,’ 
and the unfortunate creature he would 
console, as her discomfited enemies slunk 
away in shame, ‘‘ Neither do I condemn 
thee. Go, and sin no more.’’. Nearly all 
Rome delighted in the brutal sports of the 
arena, but one man had resolved that they 
should cease. Entering the arena during 
the ‘gladiatorial combats, the aged St. 
Telemachus received the cold steel in his 
breast, and the martyrdom of this one 
man effected the abolition of a barbarous 
pastime, and saved the lives of many. 
He is canonized; the patrons of the 
gladiatorial sports are either forgotten or 
execrated. Nearly all Continental Eu- 
rope was opposed to Luther. He was 
utterly unconcerned with what people 
might say. His reform carried. His 
enemies are either unknown or dishon- 
ored, whilst he dwells, for all eternity, in 
the grateful remembrance of millions 
made better by his struggle. . 

Modern society offers abundant oppor- 
tunity of proving that the conditions 
which called forth the vehement disap- 
proval of these men still exist. We pre- 
tend to believe ‘in a democracy, but we 
live in a monarchy of which custom is 
king of all it surveys. It is the boast of 
this nation that it dethroned potentates, 
and made manhood supreme. But we 
are ruled by a despot whose name is fash- 
ion. We claim, in this land, to be free, 
children of liberty, unshackled, uncon- 
trolled except. by law. - There are few of 
us, indeed, who do not, at some time or 
other, ask, ‘‘ What will people say ?’’ 
Most of us are altogether dominated in 
our mode of living and thinking by the 
opinion of others. We live for others, 
not in the sense that we sacrifice our con- 
venience or our possessions in behalf of 
humanity. But we live for others, inas- 
much as we fear what our neighbors will 
say of us, and we fail to lead a life in har- 
mony with the higher law, by which we 
should alone be controlled. .. . 

In the long run, we may as well develop 
our individuality as do what the world 
does. People will talk of us under any 
circumstances. Do what we will, act how 
we will, people will talk of us. For they 
love to hear evil reports, vile stories, base | 
hints, and scandalous suggestions about | 
others. They are content to be ‘‘ sponges | 
saturated from the stagnant goose-pond of 
city gossip.’’ Mr. Spencer points out 
that there is a soul of good in all things 
evil ; but few people see anything but the 
evil. If they look at the sun, all they can 
see is its spots. If they gaze at the moon, 
all they can observe is its borrowed light. 
If a saint sin but once, all they can dwell 
on is that one error, If a speaker make 
a grammatical slip, all they remember is 
the infringement of the laws of grammar. 
If you. come before the world with a lofty 
plan of social amelioration, all but a few 
people wijll question your motives, and, 
with a microscope of malice, will exag- 
gerate every flaw in your suggestion. They 
will cast suspicion on your character, they 
will doubt your veracity, they will sneer 
at your disinterestedness, they will ask, 
‘*Who appointed thee a prince and a 
judge over us?'’ The world is ready to 
detract, to-ridicule, to cheapen, to destroy. 
No man can always please the world. 
No matter what his position, every time 
he steps out in advance of the ranks of 
the multitude, he will be accused of being 
a self-advertiser, a sensation-monger, a 
ranter, a crank... . 

Don't worry over what people say, for 


there is a higher tribunal than the per- | 


verted jadgmient-seat of society. We 
have God to worship and conscience to 
heed. If we can commune with God, 
what matters it if we be neverso misunder- 
stood by people! If we can turn from 
the frowning world without to the approv- 
ing smile ef conscience within, what need 
we care for people’ s comiments ! 


(Per additional ‘‘ Worth Repeating *’ 
see page 642.) 
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Wonders of the Arctic Night 


From “ Farthest North,” by Fridtjof Nansen’ 


OTHING more wonderfully beautiful 
can exist than the arctic night. Itis 
dreamland, painted in the imagina- 

tion’s most delicate tints ; it is color ethere- 
alized. One shade melts into the other, so 
that you cannot tell where one ends and 
the other begins, and yet they are all 
there. No forms ; it is all faint, dreamy 
color music,—a far-away, long-drawn-out 
melody on muted strings. Is not all 


‘life's beauty high, and delicate, and pure, 


like this night? Give it brighter colors, 
and it is no longer so beautiful. The sky 
is like an enormous cupola, blue at “the 
zenith, shading down into green, and then 
into lilac and violet at the edges. ‘Over 
the ice-fields there are cold violet-blue 
shadows, with lighter pink tints where a 
ridge here and there catches the last re- 
fiection of the vanished day. Up in the 
blue of the cupola shine the stars, speak- 
ing peace, as they always do, those un- 
changing friends. In the south stands a 
large, red-yellow moon, encircled by a 
yellow ring, and light golden clouds float- 
ing on the blue background. — Presently 
the aurora borealis shakes over the vault 
of heaven its veil of glittering silver, 
changing now to_yellow, now to green, 
now to red. It spreads, it contracts 
again, in restless change ; next it breaks 
into waving, many-folded bands of shining 
silver, over which shoot billows of glitter- 
ing rays, and then the glory vanishes. 
Presently it shimmers in tongues of flame 
over the very zenith, and then again it 
shoots a bright ray right up from the hori- 
zon, until the whole melts away in‘ the 
moonlight, and it is as though one heard 
the sigh of a departing spirit. Here and 
there are left a few waving streamers of 
light, vague as a foreboding ; they are the 
dust from the aurora’s glittering cloak. 
But now it is growing again ; new light- 
nings shoot up, and the endless game be- 
gins afresh. And all the time this utter 
stillness, impressive as the symphony of 
infinitude. Ihave never been able to 
grasp* the fact’ that this earth will some 
day be spent and desolate and empty. 
To what end, in that case, all this beauty, 
with not a creature to rejoice in it? Now 
I begin to divine it. 7Z’zs is the coming 
earth—here are beauty and death. But 
to what purpose? Ah! what is the pur- 
pose of all these spheres? Read the an- 
swer, if you can, in the starry blue firma- 
ment... 

Later in the evening, Hansen came 
down to give notice of what really was a 
remarkable appearance of aurora borealis. 
The deck, was brightly illuminated by it, 
and reflection of its light played all over 
the ice. The whole sky was ablaze with 
it, but it was brightest in the south ; high 
up in thatdirection glowed waving masses 
of fire. Later still, Hansen came again 
to say that now it was quite extraordinary. 








No words can depict the glory that met 
our eyes. The glowing fire-masses had 
divided into glistening, many-colored 
bands, which were writhing and twisting 
across the sky both in the south and 
north. The rays sparkled with the purest, 
most crystalline, rainbow colors, chiefly 
violet-red or carmine and the clearest 
| green. Most frequently the rays of the 
| arch were red at the ends, and changed 
higher up into sparkling green, which 
quite at the top turned darker and went 
over into blue or violet before disappear- 
| ing in the blue of the sky ; or, the rays in 
one and the same arch might change from 
clear red to clear green, comifg and go- 
ing as if driven by astorm. It was an 
endless phantasmagoria of sparkling color, 
surpassing anything that one can dream. 
Sometimes the spectacle reached such a 
climax that one’s breath was taken away ; 
one felt that now something extraordinary 
must happen, —at the very least, the sky 
must fall. 

But, as one stands in breathless ex- 
pectation, down the whole thing trips, 
as if in a few quick, light scale-runs, 
into bare nothingness. There is some- 
thing most undramatic about such a de- 
nouement, but it is all dene with such 
confident assurance that one cannot take 
it amiss ; one feels one’s self in the pres- 
ence of a master who lus the complete 
command of his~inrrument. With a 
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single stroke of the bow he descends 
lightly and elegantly from the height of 
passion into quiet, every-day strains, only 
with a few more strokes to work himself 
into passion again. . . . Fora final there is 
a wild display of fireworks in every tint of 
flame,—such a conflagration that one 
expects every minute to have it down on 
the ice, because there is not room for it 
in the sky. 
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Nicknaming the Inter- 
national Lessons 


From an editorial in The Sunday School Times of 
February 28, 1885 
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PART from these two chief objections, 
which were urged so vehemently at 
the beginning, and which have been 

renewed with steadily diminishing force 
at various times all the way from that day 
until now, the chief criticisms against the 
International Lessons have been in the 
line of sneers and nicknames. The plan 
of study has been deliberately stigmatized 
—stigmatized by prominent religious 
editors and by eminent clergymen and 
laymen—as ‘‘scrappy,’’ as ‘‘hash,’’ as 
a ‘‘hop, skip, and jump series,’’ as a 
‘* sparrow plan,"’ ‘‘ a grasshopper plan,"’ 
‘¢a kangaroo plan ;’’ and this nicknam- 
ing has been very generally substituted 
for sensible arguments in the discussion. 
The lessons are ‘‘ scrappy,’’—are they ? 
Would you have the Bible taken whole 
for every lesson? ‘*Oh! how can you 
kill those dear little lambs?’’ asked a 
tender-hearted young woman of a matter- 
of-fact butcher. ‘‘ AiZZ'em, Missus?’’ 
was the blunt rejoinder; ‘‘why, you 
wouldn't eat 'em a/ive,—would you?”’ 
‘«Hash,’’ are they? Well, now, there 
are young folks in this world who enjoy | @ 
‘*hash’’ when their good mother makes 
it, and they are* sure of what is in it. 
Bible-hash is a pretty fair diet for chil- 
dren who are knowing and are growing. 
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They ‘‘ hop, skip, and jump,’’ do they? 





How would you have them go? with regu- 
lar heel-and-toe; tread from: Genesis. to 
Revelation ? At twenty verses for a les- 
son, it would take just about thirty years 
to walk over that ground at that gait. 
From such a movement, in Bible study— 
‘*Good Lord deliver us!’ But it is a 





‘«sparrow'’ plan, you say ; or a ‘‘ grass- v 


hopper’’ plan; or a ‘‘ kangaroo’’ plan! | f 
Well, isn’t that better than a snail plan, | 4 
or a tortoise plan, or a giraffe plan ? 
see no reason why any one of these names | / 
should harm the lesson-series. We are | 


confident that such a sparrow as that will | ‘4 


not fall to the ground without the Lord's | 
consent ; and we are sure that that grass- 
hopper has not yet become a burden to | 
Bible students generally. As to the kan- 4 
garoo, it can sit down solidly when it}4% 
chooses to sit, and it can be lively in get- | / 
ting out of harm's way when there is even | 
more danger than a nickname can make. y 
Moreover, the big kangaroo and the little | % 
ones have a peculiar facility of moving | 
along together, when they move fastest. | 
Meanwhile we say encouragingly to the 
Lesson Committee, Don’t be frightened 
from your duty by sneers and nicknames. 
And our confident opinion is, that the 
members of that Committee are not the | 4 
sort of men to be frightened in that way. |“ 
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conceded to be the best lesson help published, shall be made 


trial subscriptions may be sent at this rate. 


Tell your friends about this ten-cent offer. 


10 Weeks fr 10 Cents 


Joun D. Warties & Co., 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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You'll “wonder at your auld shoon when you hae 


gotten your new.”” If you'll use 


SAPOLIO 


instead of other means for scouring. 

‘The old ruts and old methods are not the easiest by 
far. Many people travel them because they have not 
tried the better way. It is a relief from a sort of slavery 
to break away from old-fashioned methods and adopt 
the labor-saving and strength-sparing inventions of mod- 
ern times. Get out of old ruts and into new ways by us- 
ing a cake of SAPOLIO in your house-cleaning. No. 31. 


B.& B. 


America’s Produced a 
Wonder for 40c. 


Choice new all-wool Dress Goods—checks 
—camel-hair effects. 

Garnet and black, brown and black, mode 
and black, bluet and black, navy and black, 
dahlia and black combinations, 

36 inches wide. 

Not A clumsily woven thread in them— 
splendid finish, like foreign goods that cost 
two and three times as much. 

Choiceness on such an inexpensive basis 
that you'll be doing your pocketbook a special 
favor to get samples and understand the great 
worth of, 

Hardly a Dry Goods store in the land that 
sells choice Silks, Dress Goods, and Black 
goods on such a keen small profit as this one. 


BOGGS & BUHL 
Dept. S. T. Allegheny, Pa. 


~ $END TO 
H. O’ Neill & Co., New York, 


for illustrated catalogue of general merchandise. 


Good Coffee Maker 





Experience with the Berry 


**T have gained twenty-five pounds since I left 


off coffee, and began drinking Postum Food 
Coffee in its place. 

**T had become very thin in flesh, and suffered 
tortures with heartburn ; was a nervous wreck, 
with headache practically all the time, until one 
dreadful day when the good doctor told me I 
must quit drinking coffee, as he had nothing left 
to try to relieve me. 

“I could not drink tea, and had tried every- 
thing else, even Postum, but put it by at the first 
trial because it was tasteless. 

** Forced to it again, I determined to see if it 
could not be made palatable, and found at once 
that, when I followed directions and boiled it 
long enough, I not only liked it, but gave it to 
my husband for several days without his finding 
it out. I have the name of making splendid 
coffee, and we always used the best, but of late 
I have given Postum to guests many times in 
place of coftee, and have never been detected 
yet 

‘Our four children have not drank coffee for 
three years, and all have gained health and flesh 
since Postum. One 


using who was always 


son 
sick, has been greatly benefited by its use, and, 


as above stated, | have gained twenty-five pounds 








since taking up Postum. I am healthier to-day 
than I have been for years, and give Postum all 
the credit Please do not use my name in 
public 

rhis lady lives in Burlington, Des Moines 
County, Lowa, and the name will be furnished by | 
the Postum Cereal Co Ltd., Battle 


Mich., to those interested. 


The Sunday School Times intends to admit only advertisements that are trustworthy 


Creek, 
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October 7, 1899 
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CHOICE OF TWO PLANS 
AS GIVEN BELOW 





2. ages 
OK XSi 3 inches 


A complete commentar 
Jamieson, D.D., St. Paul’s, 


Professor of Theology, Aberdeen. 


—critical 


The Sunda 


Contains 1,024 large octavo pages, many. 


University. 
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HOW TO GET THE SIX 
BOOKS ALL SENT AT ONCE. 
CHOICE OF TWO PLANS. 
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will take 
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756 pages t 
oUX7 eer inches 11 
JAMIESON, FAUSSET, AND BROWN’S BIBLE COMMENTARY 


Edited by William Smith, LL.D. 


] the return freight or express charges. 
once if the books are exhausted, and we cannot fill your order. 


a3 As to our reliability, we refer to The Sunday School Times or to any commercial agency. 


S. S. SCRANTON & CO., Publishers, HARTFORD, CONN. 
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A WONDERFUL OFFER 


Six Great Bible-Study Books for $6.00 


_ Greatest offer ever made to Bible students. 
received, and the continual testimony is “‘ Do not see how you can furnish so much for so little.” 
A great sale anticipated before the holidays, and orders will be filled in the order received. You run no risk, as we guarantee satisfaction. 


25,000 of these books alread 


LiFE 
‘ EPISTLES 
BIBLE F 
\INT: PAUL 


8o pages 


1024 pages 
<3 inches 09% X6% Soe inches 


explanatory. and practical—on the Old and New Testaments. B 
lasgow ; Rev. A. B. Fau 


Strongly bound in cloth. 


By Alfred Edersheim, M.A., 


¢ its ‘it is 


anything can be said. 


in cloth. 


1. Send $6.00, and we will forward the six books at once, securely boxed, and guarantee safe delivery, you 


paying freight or express charges. 


2. Send $1.00, and promise, in your letter, to pay $1.00 a month for six months, making $7.00 as complete 
payment, and we will forward the six books at once, securely boxed, you paying freight or express charges. 


You must order quickly to be sure of getting these six books for less than the price of one. 
been before the public as publishers of standard works for over thirty years, and our reputation for good work and fair dealing is unques- 
tioned. You run no risk, as we guarantee satisfaction, and The Conday School Times guarantees our commercial. credit. We hk 
ing the last year over 5,600 of these great books to readers of The Sunday School ‘Times, and we have yet to know of one that is not 
rateful, happy, and satisfied. We guarantee the books to be made up in an excellent manner, and perfect in paper, binding, and printing. 
TAKE NOTICE We Back any or all books that are not satisfactury, within ten days, upon examination, and will return money, ded 
This marvelous offer is limited, and money will be returned at 


Order immediately. 


sold to satisfied purchasers. 
Do not hesitate, but make your order as early as possible. 


1014 pages 


90% X6%X2% inches 


to 
sset, A.M., St. Cuthbert’s, York; and David Brown, D.D., 


One large super-royal octavo volume of marly fourteen hundred pages. * 
While this is the most practical, suggestive, scientific, and popylar commentary yet published in this country, its compact 
form and convenient size, together with the immense amount of matter it contains, forming an encyclopedia of 
edge, render it also at once the cheapest and most economical. : : , 
School Times: “1 do not know of its equal, within its scope and cost, and I believe it will have, as it 
merits, a very wide circulation, and will do great good.”’ 


THE LIFE AND EPISTLES OF ST. PAUL 


By the Rev. W. J. Conybeare, M.A., of Cambridge ;. and J. S. Howson, D.D., of Liver 
: - | ine illustrations, maps, charts, etc. 
in giving a lite-like picture of the great apostle and the work which he did. 


EDERSHEIM’S LIFE AND TIMES OF JESUS THE MESSIAH 
The Authorized American Edition. 
‘T'wo volumes, regular price, $6.00. 
A famous book for clergyman, student, or general reader. 
sufficient evidence of the popularity this new edition will achieve. 
; Sunday School Times recommends i 
in the best and truest sense of the word, and is biblical at the same time. The 
rather for the general intelligent Christian reader. 


pool. ‘ ‘ 
There is no work that will compare with this 


Oxon. D.D., Ph.D., Lecturer Oxford 
oyal 8vo, 1,524 pages, handsomely bound in silk cloth. : 
ts Camenatenes success and the many favorable notices are 


wely refreshing to-read «life of the Saviour which is critical 
: book is written not for the learned alone, but 
It deserves a place of honor in every library of standard theological works.” 


SMITH’S DICTIONARY OF THE BIBLE 


, Classical Examiner of University of London 

Contains 1,024 large octavo pages printed on excellent r, finely illustrated, and handsomely an 
Contains every name in the Bible and Apocrypha of which, i 

its kind in the English language for the elucidation of the scenes and facts of Scripture. 


CRUDEN’S CONCORDANCE 


By Alexander Cruden, M.A. Comptets in two parts. 
Contains 756 large octavo pages, handsomely and strongly bound i 

Scripture ts the best interpreter of Scripture, ond 

of the Bible student than Cruden’s Concordance to the Holy Scriptures. 


4 strongly bound in 
This is undoubtedly the best work of 


Christians of all denominations know that 
, next to the sacred writings, no volume better deserves a place in the library 


Thousands of voluntary commendations 





SPECIAL OFFER 


We will substitute for any one of 
the books in the set, or for the two 
volumes, Life.of Christ, a new Oxford 
Minion Bible, bound in American 
Morocco, divinity circuit, full flexi- 
ble, red-under-gold edges, measures 

Y%X5%X1% inches, and can be bent 
ack to back or rolled up without in- 
jury either to the binding or sewing. 

It is a model of clear type printing, 
minion size, and contains, besides the 
accurate text of the Authorized Ver- 
sion of the Old and New Testaments, 
over 300 pages of New Helps to Bible 
Study which include Notes and ‘Tables 
illustrative of Scripture History and 
Antiquities, a Chronology and Har- 
mony of the Gospels, a Jictionary of 
Scripture Proper Names, a Biblical 
Index, a Concordance, and 15 Colored 


aps. 

We make this special offer in case 
you have, or do not desire, any one 
of the books. 

Notice cut of Bible below. 
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Our offer is a plain doma fide one. We have 


ave 


uct- 


Established 1866. 
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flavored liquid 
dentifrice. 
Cleanses the 
teeth. 
Perfumes the 
breath. 
Prevents 
decay. 
Price, 25 cents 


DP THE BRUSH In 

All drug- BROPS OF AVE! FO: 
ists. Put up by E J 

florrs Co.,Lowell, Mass. 


Ammen “ALAN i 








Libbys 


Mince 
Meat 


Fresh and fruity. Made from 
the pick of the choicest beef — 
deliciously seasoned. Put up in 
convenient packages, cnough for 
two big pies. 

Drop postal for book, ‘‘ How to Make Good 
Things to Eat.” 


Libby, McNeill & Libby, Chicago 
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| 88 Washington 


Heat Without Cost 
| if not satisfactory. 


Ss & 
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+ Original Beef 


A vegetable beef tasting like flesh- 
containing twenty-five per cent 
more food elements than beef, that can 
be served in the same manner as beef or 
chicken, is the new food product called 
Protose., , It is purely vegetable in charac- 
ter, containing no trace of animal sub- 
stance. It is original beef. Its discovery 
was as great a surprise to those conduct- 
ing the investigation from which it re- 
sulted as it has been to all who have 
become acquainted with its marvelous 
properties. It is more easily digested 
than any flesh-food. The digestibility of 
vegetable proteids is always increased by 
cooking, whereas the reverse is true of 


; animal proteids ; hence Protose may be 
| eaten freely without risk of indigestion, 
| biliousness, gastritis, or any other of the 


grave ills which not infrequently follow 
the free use of flesh-foods. 

Six cents, to pay postage, sent to the 
makers, the Sanitas Nut Food Co., Ltd., 
Avenue, Battle Creek, 
Mich., will secure a sample can. 





Lex Radiator mailed for 
$1.00. foney refunded 
432 Market St., Phila., Pa. 





Should, however, an advertisement of a party not having good commercial credit be inadvertently inserted, the 
publishers will refund to subscribers any moncy that they lose thereby. 


